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To Mrs. D. 



St. Alban's, 
Norember xo, 1796. 

YOUR happinefs, my dear M. is, on al- 
moft every occafion, the motive which influ- 
ences my actions ; but you were in a more 
peculiar manner the mover in what led to our 
journey through France. A weakly frame of 
body, and an apprehenfive turn of mind, were 

ill 
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ill calculated to render you equal to the incoit-« 
veniences of a journey and voyage by Ham- 
burgh ; and the defire to fpare you the pain of 
fuch an efibrt, fuggefted to me a wifli to find 
another mode of returning home. Leave to 
traverfe France was what I almoft defpaired to 
obtain ; yet the declaration that you had cou- 
rage to brave every chance of danger, provid- 
ed you could efcape a long fea- voyage, deter- 
mined me to make the trial, which has fo 
happily fucceeded,. The journey through 
France was not more truly the effed of my 
wifh to preferve you from inconvenience and 
danger, than the arrangement of my Notes is 
the eonfequence of my defire to comply with 
your requefts. Accept, then> with the graciouf- 
liefs of kind aiFetflion, rtiy endeavours to detail 
the particular^ of our interefting journey ; iri 
which it would ie difBcuh to fay, whether 
curiofity or anxiety was predominant. I fhaH* 
be largely paid for the moments I have ehi- 
ployed in tranfcribing thtk pages, fhould they 

ferve 
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favt to recal to your memory, with any fetUt 
fedion, the fccnes of which we were neither 
j^ccdleft nor unfeeling fpcftators. 



N. B, Though wc have been induced, for 
the accommodation of thofe particular friends 
who are defirous to follow us in our journey, 
to give our Notes in letter-prefs ; we muft 
intreat the fame indulgence, as if they were 
prefented in yrriting. By endeayouring to 
render the journey more eafy and commodious 
to them, we hope they will accept in good 
)iumour the fare we offer; and confider it as 
a &mily dinner, not as a public entertain-^ 
fnent. 
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NOTES 



OF A 



JOURNEY, &c. 



1?R0M the theatre of war becoming more and 
more extended, and from the formidable prepa- 
rations in every quarter threatening an increafe 
of alarm and mifery, our refidence on the Con- 
tinent was rendered every day more peculiarly 
unpleafant. Germany promifed no permanent 
afylum, Italy was already the feat of war, and 
it feemed very uncertain if Switzerland could 
long preferve a ftate of perfedt neutrality ; and 
added to thcfe public embarraflments, were 

B private 
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private affairs, which required our'prefence in 
England* Yet fo many difficulties prefented to 
the journey by Hamburgh, that, notwithftand- 
ing the many reafons that prefled our return, 
that rout was next to impradicable. Mrs. 
Douglas's ftaie of health and fpirits, (little able 
to fupport the fatigues of travelling by the 
roads we fhould be obliged to pafs,) reprefented 
to her mind,, with fuch inexpreflible and tor- 
mentilig apprehenfion, the combined horrors 
of fea-fick agony, of poffible fhipwreck, and 
probable captivity, that I had not either the 
cruelty or courage to urge her very ftrong- 
ly to make fo painful an experimdnt. No 
hope remained for us of eluding the harlh 
alternative, of continuing in the midft o 
war*s alarms, or of rilking the miferies of a 
dreaded journey and voyage, excepting the 
chance of obtaining permiflion to pafs through 
France ; and of this our profpedt of fuccefs ap- 
peared but flender. Some of our diplomatic 
friends at Ratifbon had made fruitlefs eiforts to 
intereft in our favour the minifters of their re- 
fpcdive courts then refident at Paris ; but the 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed temper of the governnient, and the 
fear gf being wounded by a refufal, made them 
unwilling to rifk the application ; and the an- 
fwer of Monfieur Barthelemy, the French am- 
baflador at Bafle, to a powerful friend of Berne, 
who folicited his afliftance for us, reduced our 
hope of fuccefs.to a very low ebb. The fol- 
lowing was what he wrote on that fubjed : 

*^ J' ai du le refufer'parceque les loix defendant 
** tres pofitivement 1* entree de la France a tous 
*' les habitants des pays avec les quels elle eft 
*^ en guerre, je neferai, en folicitant uneexcep-^ 
** tioiij»que m'expqfer fort inutilement au refus 
" du minftrc La Croix. Ce que j*ai folicit6 
'* dans le terns et avec fucces en faveur dy Ne^ 
** veu de Monfieur Douglas, je ne V effaierois 
*' pas aujourdhui 2 alors je ppuvois quelque- 
" chofe. J' efpere que Monfieur Douglas ne 
V me faura pas mauvais gre de mon refus : il 
*' n*eft certainement pas volontaire." 

Our fituation becoming more irkfome and 

threatening abroad, and my affairs more pref- 

fing at home, I determined to make one bold 

B 2 effort. 
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effort, by diredl application to the government 
of France, through Monfieur De la Croix, the 
minifter for foreign affairs; and accordingly 
wrote to him the following letter: 

" MoNSlEtJR^ 

Berne, 14 de Juillet, 1796* 

*^ QuoiQUE je refpefte infiniment Ic 
'* titre de citoyen, comme exprefflf des droits 
*' les plus chers et les plus hon^ifrables, je 
'* n* ofe pas prendre la liberte ; etant etranger, 
'* de vous adrefTer jwir* un terme fi eftimabic 
•* dans la bouche de vos com-patriot«jr; mais 
•* croyant que vous portez dignement, toutes 
** les vertus qui s'yattachent dans lefens eten- 
'• dii de citoyen du monde, je vous prie^Mon- 
'* fieur. fous ce nom refpedable, d' ecouter la 
*^ voix d* un etranger, V ami jure de la liberte 
" digne des hommes ; mai^ foufFrant a cettj*^ 
" heure, par les efforts, et par kl^ fucces de la 
" natioa Francoife pour etendre fes limites. 
^* Avec toute la franchife et toute la confiancc 
^* qui marquent le caradlere d* un honnete hom- 
*' me, je vous ex^liquerai, Monfieur, toutes les 

difficultcs 
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*^ difficultes de ma iituation en audi peu de 
" mots, que poflible. 

*[ Je fuis EcolTois^ forti de mon pays in 1792, 
" avcc ma femme tres malade^ pour chercher 
^^ (jtans^es climats plus doux, le rctablilTement 
** de fa fante et de la mienne, qui etoit auffi 
*' un* pou delabree. 

** Apres un fejour de plus de deux annccs 
^ en Italie nous fommes revenus par la SuilTe 
" pour rentrer chez nous; mais nous trouvames 
** les ports de la France^ et de la HoUandc 
^* bouches €ontre nous^ et nous autres obli-* 
'^ gcs a refter exiles de notre patrie, jufqu' a 
** prefent, dans la douce mais vaine efperance 
** d' une paix. Le feul chemin ouvert, de 
** Hamblirg^ etoit ppur nous rendu imprati* 
'* cable^ par la foible fante de ma femme timi* 
'• de, a caufe 4tt^ longeur du voyage et 
^[ de fes fouffrances fur mer, qui font fevcres 
'• a un point, qui peut faire craindre pour fa 
** vie meme dans le court trajet entre Douvrc 
^* et Calais. 

** Notre famille confide d^neufs perfonnes, 
^^ &€• pour eux Monfieur, et pour moi-memc 

B 3 - J9 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 6 ) 

" je follicite votre protcdtion, pour m* aider 
*' a obtenir du diredoire ct de la RepuWiquc, la 
** permiflion de paffer par le territoire Francois 
"V Calais, et de nousy* cmbarquer fur un vaiC^^ 
f' feau neutre ou cartel, pour entrcr crftAngle- 
M terre. • 

" Voila. Monfieur un detail fimple et hocinete 
5' de ma fituation aduelle, et de mes voeux ; 
f* et j'aitant deHtonfiance dans votre bontc, 
^' dans la dignite du gc^ernenierit, et dans la 
*^ generofitc nationtlle, que j- efpeihe tout, de 
^* 1* humknitpde votre' procede. Les Francois 
*^ font trop nobles pour faire la guerre aux ma- 
*^ lades etauxfemmes foibles. Les defenfeurs de 
" la liberte univerfelle, les fle-aux declares des 
** tyrans, font incapables de s* oppofer au libre 
" voyage d' un innocent individu» qui ne fe 
^' niele ni des affaires politiques rii militaires ; 
*' qui eft raifonablement attache a fa patrie par 
^* devoir et par interet: qui aime la libertc 

V dans fcs plus aftilables formes, et^ui voudroit 
" bien que toute le monde en partagcat . Ma 
*' haute idee de votre droiture d' efprit, Mon- 

V fieur,.et de la juftice nationtflle, me fait ef- 
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^* perer une rcponfc favo^lrable a m€6 voeux, fi 
*' iimplement detaillcs ; mais fi d* autres ren- 
*^ %ncments fokt neceffaires pour en identifier 
*' la veritc, je fiiis bien connu a Berne^ST^on- 
" fieur ic Treforier Fj-ifching, Monfieur le Con-^ 
'^ feilli^r Fj,eta-plufieurs autres confeilj^rsj ct 
•* a Zuric «ux Senateurs Burkelj, Fufeli, &C. 

*^ S* il exifte aducllement une ordonnance de 
" la Republique, qui defende^aux fiyefs d' une 
*' nation en guerre avec la France, d* y entrer j 
'• le gouvernemcnt eft trop fage pour ^voir fait 
*' une regie, qui n' admkte pas d* exceptionsj^ 
*' Et en quelle occafion pourroit fcapil^fenter 
'* une plus digne de 1' ^xercife de £ur induU 
** gence, que quand un individu age, une fem- 
" me malade, et un enfant foible demandent la 
" grace de rentrer dans leur pays ; ou leurs in- 
^* terets les plus chers font en danger par leur 
^' abfence ? 

^* Mais je me fens fi *aflure de votr^ protee- 
^* tion, et de 1* efprit gen^reux qui doit diri- 
** ger une Republique fondee fur les principes 
*^ nobles d* une libcrte univerfelle, que quoique 
^^ j^ m^ 'i tf aille aux bains de Leuch pour queU 
^ * B 4 '* que$ 
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** ques femaines, je donnerai ordre/a mes do-p 
*' meftiqucs d' arranger mes affaires en telle 
♦* maniere^ que je ferai pret a profirer dc la 
•' permiffion que j' attends de m' etre accordec 
" par la juftice louable du gbuvernemcnt Fran- 
^^ cois : et &^* etoii^ermis de choifir le mo- 
" ment du voyage, je voudrois bien le com-« 
*^ mencer au miiiieu de Septembre# 

^* Si vous vous cedez, Monfieur, a mes prie- 
*^ res, je pourrois vous promettre mes efforts 
*^ les plus zelcs pour obtenir la libert6 des pri- 
^' fonniers Francois, qui repondent aii nQmbr9 
'^ des hommes dans ma fuite/- 

&;c. &c. &c. 
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In three weeks after I received an anfvirei: in 
thefe terms : 

Relations 
EXTHMEV.E,. Liberte. ( '^A Egalit6. 




Paris, le a6 Meffidor. de Vzxl 
4°^^ de la Republique Franr 
t coife^ une et indivifible. 

Le Miniftre des Relations Extirieures. 
Jt Mon/ieunDov fit AS^ £s?r. 

5* Par ydtre lettre de 14 de Juillet, Mon- 
'* fieur, vous demandez la faculte de vous renr- 
** dre avec votre famille de Berne\ Calais en 
•^ traverfent la France, pour eviter a votre 
•* q)Oufe valetudinaire les dangers d*une longue 
'* navigation : vous avez raifon de penfer que 
•* votre qualite d'Anglois ne pourroit nuire au 
*• fucces de votre demande. Les Francois ne 
** reconnoiffent plus d* ennemieS, quand il 
*' s* agit de foulager V humanite fouffrante. 
V Vous pouvez vous adreflcr au citoyen Bar- 

^* thelem/jj 
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^ thelemy, ambafladeur de la republique Fran- 
'• coife a Bafle; je 1' autorife aujourdhui a vous 
•* delivrer le paffeport que vous defirez. 

'^ Saldt et fraternite, 

" Ch. Delacroix.** 



The paflport was politely and fpecdily exe- 
cuted by Monf. Bafthelemy, wild, to give it 
more efFe<3:, added, after our defcription, — 
*' En vfc-tu de 1' autorifation du diredoire ex- 
^ ecutif confignie dans la lettre du nminiftre 
^ dcs relations extmeures.*^ 

Before our departure from Berne, I thought 
it polite and prudent to thank the minifter for 
his gracious attention, and to inform him of 
pur defign to pafs by the route of Paris. 
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** MONSIEURi^ 

BeanE) 21 d'Aout, i796« 

^^' Si ma plume pM repondre a met 
** fentiments^ je ferois capable dc bicn exprimer 
" la reconnoilTance qu* inlpirent votre bosnt& 
" genereufe, et le procedc noble du gouverne- 
*• ment Francois, a l*egard d*un etranger Ic 
*' jouet de$ circonftanccs facheufes ; dont « 
'* coeur, eft trcs fenfible a la dignite de con- 
" duite,^ qui caracaerife fi bien une nation il* 
" luftre. ^ 

^' Charme de votre permiffion, Monfiour, gra- 
** cieufement accordee, j*enai deja profite; et 
** j* ai recu de Monfieur Barthelemy, I'ambafla- 
** deur de la republique a Bafle, les pafleports 
^Vdefires. Je compte -d«-partir d'ici en quel- 
*' ques jours, et de voyager lentement, pour 
** arriver a Paris. 

^* Ma femme touchee de votre bonte, trouvc 
** fon ame foulagee par une permiffion fi favor- 
** able \ fes voeux. Ses nerfs mobiles font de- 
*^ venus plus tranquils 5 et fa fante a plus ga- 
*^ gnc en quatre fcmaines de cette tranquility 

f* confolantc 
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*• confolante que de tous les medfcins d*Italic 
•• ct d'Allcmagne, en tant d'annces. 

*^ Je voudrois bien^ Monfieur, qiie je pwft faire 
•• rcciproquement'peffer, ma mamere de penfer, 
•• dans les cceurs Francois et Anglois. Leursdif- 
•' ferents mutuels feroient bientot finis, et leur 
•• inimitie funefteferoit changee en amitiebien- 
^* iaifante : le monde jouiroit du repos neceflaire; 
•^ et la lepublique etabliroit dans I'interieur 
•* unc profperite et une felicit6 auffi folide, par- 
^ mi les peuples, que l«iHr gloire et iCwr fucc^s 
•' ont ete brilU&nfrau dehors. 

" Je fuis, Monfieur, avec refpeft et eftimc, 
** Votre tres oblige et 

" Tres humble ferviteur^^ 

** A, DopGi-4S»'* 



We left Berne the 27th of Auguft 1796, and 
took the road by Laufanne. As Mrs. t)ougIas 
had never feen the Pays de Vaud, and as I 
wifhed much to vifit Geneva, we wpre obliged 
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to make a Very ^ort ftay at Laufannc in pafling ; 
but I had an opportunity of gratifying her, on a 
fine autumnal evening, with the magnificent 
view of the lake, of its banks, and of the fub- 
lime mountains which bound the horizon of this 
rich landfcape. The journey of next day to 
Nyon, exhibited a fcene of milder beauty ; but 
with all the advantage that mountains, water, 
and rich plains, could derive from an azure ik/ 
and bright funfhine: one thing alone was 
wanting to augment the fublimity of our pro- 
fpedl — a view of Mont Blaqc ; who cruelly re- 
fufed to (hew himfelf. We were equally unfor- 
tunate during the days we refted at Nyon ; that 
firft of mountains being continually enveloped 
in clouds, though thofe of inferior dignity were 
daily vifible. 

Mrs. Douglas preferring repofe and tranquil- 
lity at Nyon to a journey to Geneva, I was un- 
der the neceffity of making it alone ; but re- 
gretted, at every ftep, that Ihe had milTed what 
would have been an airing of uncommon and 
pleafing variety to her who enjoys in a high 

degree 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 14 ) 
degree the beauty of fine fcenery, I found my 
paflport fo rcfpedlcd in the little French dif^ 
tridl of Verfoy> that I augured pcrfeft fecurity 
for the reft of our journey. 

I fixed my refidence without the town of Ge- 
neva^ at Dejeans ; as the ftate of the city^ though 
comparatively tranquil^ was not fuch as to ren« 
der it an eligible abode. It was impoflible to 
view, without the moft painful fenfations, the 
fallen condition of this once flourifhing place j 
whichj for beauty of fituation, for learning, for 
commerce, for riches^ and for eftimable fo- 
ciety, was hardly to be equalled. At prefent 
no trade, much appearance of mifery ; no fo- 
ciety, every countenance marked with fear or 
fufpicion 5 no elegance of manners or drefs ; not 
a perfon that could convey the idea of genteel, 
to be feen in the ftreets : the people you met 
imprefling ftrongly the idea of being fallen 
into a den of thieves There reigned in every 
ftreet a gloomy ftillnefs, which produced a 
fenfation of breathlefs terror; fuch as might 
fill the minds of a fiimily in the dead of night, 

which 
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v^hich heard a band of jrobbers forcing the locks 
and bars of the houfe. 

The lituation of Geneva and its neighbour* 
hood is well known to comprehend much of 
what conftitutes local beauty. Indeed I have 
never feen a fpot where the country-houfes 
command profpefts j^t the fame time fo fublime 
and fo beautiful ; that of Monfieur dc Pan is 
one of the moft remarkable, having a view of 
the city, the lake, the country, the mountains 
of Savoy, and the jundlion of the river Arvc 
with the Rhone. The villa of Monfieur Tron* 
chin is an objed meriting a vifit from the con«. 
noifTeur, as containing what is perhaps the beft 
private colledtion of pidures in Europe. There 
are to be feen fome of the fincft fpe<jimens of 
the greateft maflers, as of Titian, Claude Lofi- 
raine, Rembrandt, Scalken, Vanderwerf, Wo- 
vermann, and a number of others : but the re^ 
fpedable mailer of the manfion .is ftill more 
interefting than the pidures, being ninety-five 
or ninety-fix years of age, with all the lively 
gaiety of a young man^ a{id a countenance that 

feems 
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feems no more than fifty. He is chearful, in- 
telligent, and fociable ; loves converfation ; and 
has no marks of infirmity, excepting a lamenefs, 
which is the cffed of accident, not of old 

, The idol of the prefent revolutionary crew of 
Geneva, is their fellow-citizen J. J. Rouffeau> 
whofe bud they have exalted on an ill-fafhioned 
pillar or pedeftal in one of the public walks ; 
and have infcribed on it the bewildering words 
Liberty, Equality, Independence and Fraternity; 
not one of which can juftly apply to the prefent 
ftate of Geneva. Thpfe of the higher order of 
inhabitants, whom fanguinary and lawlefs fury 
have Ipared, and to whom any property re- 
mains, are beginning to venture into day-light ; 
but with trembling caution, as the wolves, who 
have formerly worried the fatteft of the flock, 
are prowling about, and have lately exhibited 
figns of returning hunger. Fear and anxiety 
are the prevailing fenfations of the unhappy 
Genevois, as the magiftracy chofen has no 
power which it dares exercife againft the revo- 
lutionary 
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lutionary mob, which, in a very late coirimo-* 
tion, confined the whole of this feeble corps in 
their own hall, during fcveral hours j and it 
was^ at laft liberated by the intervention of the 
miniftcr of France, who threatened the rioters 
with the refentmcnt of his republic, as entirely 
difapproving fuch a mode of proceeding. Thus 
we fee that the very cxiftence of Geneva, as a 
a government, depends upon the will of that of 
France. By the advice of Monfieur Deport, 
the French refident, I changed my intention of 
going by Lyons ; and, after a few days ftay at 
Geneva, I returned to Nyon, where, finding Mrs. 
D. in ftrcngth and fpirits to profccute our 
journey, I made an agreement with a voiturier 
to condud us to Paris, with twelve horfes ; not 
daring to rilk being ferved by the poll, which 
was only beginning to revive. 



We left Nyon the 3d of September, and were 
much pleafcd in afcending Mount Jura, by the 

C ex- 
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cxtenfive view of the country on each fide of 
the magnificent lake of Geneva. We underwent 
a fl:ri(9: but civil fcrutirty on entering the terri- 
tory of France. The delay. it occafioned gave 
me an opportunity of feeing and admiring the 
induftry, which had cultivated with vaft pains 
and labour every pradlicable fpot among thofe 
fl:erile mountains. From every fpace where 
there was any foil the loofe fiones had been ga- 
thered and piled in heaps ; and the intetvals 
were in tolerable verdure, or had jufl: fupplied 
the hufbandman with a fcanty crop of grain. 
All this ftiew of induftry was of no later date 
than the revolution. The peafant, fure to en- 
joy the fruit of his labour, was no longer fpar- 
ing in the exercife of it. On every fide, during 
the reft of our journey through Franche Comtc, 
we faw little fnug new houfes rearing their heads, 
and thofe already built receiving improvement 
or repair. The country feemcd moderately 
well peopled, and the inhabitants had an air of 
being at their eafe. This appearance of thriv- 
ing, through the whole of this country,' ferved 
to comfort us in fome fort, under the pain ex- 
cited 



Digitized 



by Google 



f 19 > 

fcited by the view of many ruined thatteaiiSi 
^hich occurred but too frequently. 

We flept the firft night at Morey, a neat little 
town, with an excellent inn, but an extortion- 
ing landlord ; who charged us one hundred livres 
igi money for our apartments, and was with 
difficulty prevailed on to accept of forty-eight 
livres. Two loaded foreign carriages was quite 
a prize, which a by-ftander expreffed on our 
arrival, by faying, Voila un perou^ The roads 
from hence were in places fo very bad as to 
give us fears for the fafety of our carriages, and 
to induce us to quit them fometimes for our 
perfonal fecurity* We dined at a little inn 
named Maifon Neuf, near which we difcovered 
a very pidlurefque cafcade, of which our fel- 
low-traveller Monfieur Geflher made an exadt 
iketch. From hence to Champagnole, the views 
are pleafant, and the roads tolerable ; but the 
inn, where we were obliged to pafs the night. 
Was execrable. An inhabitant^ with whom I 
entered into converfation, faid, the place had 
fufFercd much from the total ftaghation of conx- 
C 2 merce. 
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merce^ which had flopped tY\e mills and iron 
works ; but things began to wear a better af* 
pedl. Our journey next day was through an 
open^ ftony, and black country, but Ihewing 
ftrong marks of induftry, till we reached the 
fleep, which terminates the mountainous por- 
tion of the province, and conduds to Poligny ; 
this little town was without any thing to recom- 
mend it, but that we found a good dinner to recruit 
us after the perils of a rapid defcent, by a road 
in every refpeA frightful and dangerous. It 
was impoflible to remain in the carriages while 
(tumbling down this precipice ; and though wc 
could not avoid having fome fear of what might 
happen to them, we could not (hut our eyes to 
many beautiful points of view which prefented 
themfelves as we fcrambled down the fteep and 
rugged fide of the mountain. The time this 
defcent required retarded our arrival at Dole 
till afker it was dark ; yet, traverfing the town 
to reach the inn on the oppofite fide> * we 
could perceive it to be large and well peopled. 
By fome inattention in the centinel, our car- 
riage was fufFered to pafs the gate without par- 
ticular 
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ticular examination ; but our heavy coach not 
following immediately after, he had recolleded 
himfelf, and infifted, that the palTports muft be 
examined at the municipality before the people 
could be allowed to go to the inn. He was deaf 
to the entreaties of the women, and to the remon- 
ftrances of the voiturier, who pleaded fatigue : 
and lead they fhould continue their way, a file 
of mufqueteers with prefented bayonets oppofed 
their paffage. The women's fright and tears at 
laft a little foftened this cerberus, and they were 
allowed to proceed, and joined us at the mo- 
ment we began to be uneafy at their flay, hav- 
ing promifcd to tranfmit the paflports to the 
municipality without delay. While we were 
arranging meafures for that purpofe, the prin- 
cipal officer of the town, and the commander 
of the guard were announced. They came to 
apologize for the brutality of their co-citoyen, 
who they informed us was in liquor, and then 
in confinement till I fhould fay what farther fa- 
thh&ion I required as a punifhment for the 
infolence of his behaviour. Emulating their 
poUteneft, I only afked he might be fet at li- 
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berty; as their honourable procedure more than 
made amends for the centinel's.rudenefs. 

Dole is pleafantly fituated, commanding the 
view of a fine valley, through which winds the 
river Doux ; and from the public . walk, the 
profpedl is much heightened by the broken 
arches of the old bridge. A few leagues before 
we reached the town, we had croffed the river 
by a new bridge, of a ftrudlure peculiarly ele- 
gant and fimple. The town Ihewed very few 
marks of having fuffered by the revolution ; the 
houfes appeared unhurt, and the people occu- 
pied in their bufinefs. The market was full 
and well ferved ; and the great church in order 
for public worfhip ; which was performing at 
the time of my vifit. They were employed in 
erefting a ftatue to Liberty in the place ; and on 
the walls of the church were infcribed///^ lege 
libertas. ' 

From Dole, we proceeded to Auxonne, a 
neat town, where we found a good inn, and faw 
^n appearance of bufinefs. It fl:ands on the 
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river Soane, which glides along without any 
evident motion, a characfteriftic it preferves to 
its jundion with the rapid Rhone, near Lyons, 
The people here, and indeed through all Franche 
Comte. feemed bufy, fatisfied, and at their eafe. 
Many of the principal inhabitants crowded with 
eager curiofity about our carriages, which were 
left in the ftreet ; and fpeculated with wonder 
about who we coUld be. As I made it a rule 
to join every group, I entered into converfa- 
tion with the gazers, announced my charadler 
of Englifh, and that I was on the road to Paris, 
&c. We mutually agreed in wiftiing a fpeedy 
and general peace; and, from a converfation 
which Mrs. Douglas over-heard, they were in- 
clined to do me the honour to fuppofe that to 
be my errand to PvU. Before I crofs thg 
Soane, to enter Burgundy, I muft repeat, that 
in Franche Comte, I could perceive few marks 
of mifery, of depopulation, or of difcontent. 

The road and country from Auxonne to Di- 
jon is good, and the harveft feemed to have been 
every where abunc^ant. We faw a number of 
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ruined and deferted chateaus, and but few 
houfes building. As we approached Dijon, the 
marks of defoiation became more and more 
evident, to the very gates of the town, which 
bore fuch figns of delapidation, as to give the 
idea of a place that had fuffered from a liege. 
No guards at the gates, no buftle in the ftreets ; 
but an air of melancholy filence prevailed every 
where to fuch a degree, as to infed us with 
fimilar fenfations. There were fliops open, but 
fo few people moving, that I feemed to feel 
myfelf in a town almoft depopulated by a pefti- 
lence. It being neccffary to have our paffports 
examined, we were obliged to give up half a 
day to that bufinefs, which afforded us time to 
grieve over the mournful handfome ftreets, and 
deferted fpacious fquares of this faddening town. 
Here we began to perceive cruel marks of revo- 
lutionary outrage, particularly vifible in the 
churches. The windows were broken ; the 
images; without and within, defaced or thrown 
down ; the interior ftripped or converted to the 
meaneft ufes. Over the principal entrance into 
one was infcribed thefe words — Les Francois re^ 
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ienmifffnt un eirefupreme £s? I'immprtalile de l*ame; 
But this is a late acknowledgement; as, with the 

4 

Jacobins, reafon was what they afFeded to ac- 
cept for a guide, and death was degraded into 
a long deep, 

Sufpicion and difcontent is the cxpreffion of 
the countenances of Dijon; and fome of the 
people dared even to exprefs to us their diflike 
of the prefent government, and their opinion 
(which feemed to comprehend the wilh) that it 
could not be of long duration ; a counter-revo-. 
lution being a thing looked for. There are in- 
fcribed on tablets fixed to the gates, the belt 
maxims of the droits des bommes ; but thefe have 
neither cpntented nor tranquillized the minds of 
the inhabitants, 

In the revifion of our paffports, we were 
treated with great civility, and our bufinels 
foon difpatched, though there were numbers 
waiting there for a like purpofe. Among the 
reft, a moft interefling old man who had iccn 
tetter days ; and, though now reduced to in- 
digence 
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digence by the change of government, expreffed 
no difcontent. He fpoke of his misfortunes 
with a refigned dignity, which affefted us 
with a refpeftful fympathy ; and as I am fure 
my dear Mrs. Doughs will never forget the 
touching manner of the man, I hope (he will 
allow herfelf to mention him with all that 
energy and delicacy of feeling, with which 
ftie can defcribe fcenes of diftrefs and tender^ 
nefs. 

To contraft this affeding fcene above flairs, 
we heard from below, the moft outrageous noife 
and bawling, to which human lungs could give 
vent; a noife, which it was impoffible to fay, 
whether the effedl of forrow or anger. We were 
told it was occafibned by the complainings of a 
poifTard. We had a view of her afterwards in 
traverfing the fquare; and a more fiend-like 
form was never beheld. She was blafpheming 
and foaming with rage almoft inarticulate; ex- 
ecrating, imprecating, crying, without Ihedding 
a tear ; her perfon fquallid, her countenance 
bloated, red, and fwollen with paffion, I never 
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faw a figure fo expreflive of one of the damned, 
fufFering due punifhment, with rage void of re-, 
pentance^ 

I was furprized to be accofted in the ftreets 
of Dijon by fome of our countrymen, begging, 
and in rags. They informed me that there 
were about one hundred and fifty of them, who 
had been prifoners ever fince the affair of Dun- 
kirk ; that they had loft all hope of being re- 
leafed while the war continued, fuppofing 
themfelves forgotten at home ; that they had no 
allowance, and picked up a wretched fubfifl^ 
ence by occafional employment in the fields and 
ftreets, and from the humane but flender alms 
of the inhabitants ; who fometimes gave them of 
that little which remained to themfelves. Thefe 
poor fellows literally mingled their bread with 
tears; tears embittered by the fuppofition of 
being abandoned of their country, whofe battles 
they had fought ; and negleded of thofe officers 
for whofe glory they had expofed their lives. 
I cannot allow myfelf to fuppofe that their cap- 
tivity is fo cruelly lengthened by the negligence 
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of our government. I wifli it could be accounted 
for without inculpating thofe whom I endea«» 
vour to refpedl. 

We were glad to leave Dijon> though to fleep 
at an indifferent inn at Pont de Panis ; yet, if 
not magnificent, it was clean and free from ver- 
min, with which fome of our company had 
been incommoded at Dole and Dijon. In jour- 
neying the next day, we broke down about two 
leagues from Vitteaux ; but by the help of a 
ftrong rope, reached that little dirty town in 
fafety. It was holiday, the people unoccupied 
and fauntering about in their beft apparel ; yet 
-without any thing cheery or cheering in their 
countenances. They cluftered about the car- 
riages; but as I never l^t the fpeftators much 
time for conjedlure, I mingled with them, talked 
to them, and we were reciprocally communica- 
tive. Being Thurfday, and every one idle, I 
fuppofcd it was the decade ; but hearing it was 
fome feaftofthe Virgin, expreffed my furprifeat 
their obfervance of fuch a day, when, as I had 
underflood, the French had aboliihed faints and 
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Sundays. ** Non, citoyen, nous fuivons ici 
** V angien regime.** The inhabitants feemed 
fo uncomfortable, and fo ungracious, that I re* 
joiced our repairs were fo foon finilhed, and 
that we were not obliged to pafs the night, 
amidft fuch difmal faces ; but pulhing on a ilage 
farther to Maifon Neuve, we found a neat and 
clean place, with a cheerful looking landlady, 
and a pleafant garden* 

The next day's journey, Friday, the fcventh 
of September, was the mod fatiguing and difa- 
greeable of the whole. The country open, the 
roads execrably bad, the villages wretched, and 
apparently almoft depopulated; the chateaus 
were deferted, if not abfolutely ruined; the 
churches defaced, and the windows either whol* 
ly removed, or Ihattered to pieces ; every crofs 
was thrown down, and every little faint diflod- 
ged : in Ihort, the moft uncontroulcd and de- 
termined enmity to nobility, and to whatever 
was connedled with religious worfhip, feemed 
to have raged in this defolated neighbourhood. 
An old blind man with whom I converfed at 
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Cufly ks Fofges, deplored the enormities f\\it 
had been committed, and the confequent miftry 
of the people; wiflied he had been deaf as Well 
as blind ; and prayed fervently for peace, With- 
out fpeaking of the prefent government. Iil 
fome places between Maifon Neuf and Lucy le 
Bois, the roads are barely paflable, particularly 
at Rouvray. At Lucy le Bois we found a good 
inn, from which the landlord had retired during 
the troubles, and had only ventured back with- 
in the laft three months. 

There is great traffic on this road, being that 
which leads to Lyons; and we were often tor- 
mented by a long train of waggons, loaded with 
fait, drawn by mules, whofe drivers never yield 
an inch of the road, for the accommodation of 
other travellers. In the inn-yard of Lucy le 
Bois, I was witnefs to a fcene of excellent but 
horrible adlin^, ftrongly exprefllve of the har- 
dened irreligion which reigns at prefent among 
the mobility of France. A driver of one of 
thefc waggons was guiding his team into a 
proper fituation ; the poor horfes not perfeftly 
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comprehending their brutal condu<5lor*s nieaiU 
ingj he beat them Avithout pity ; enraged into 
an orgafm of theatrical fury, he looked up to 
the fky, and with an out-ftretched arm, in an 
attitud^ an^i^in the moft theatrical tones, in- 
voked the thunder to defcend, and ftrikc his 
horfes dead. The thunder not obeying his call, 
he changed his tragic tones and adion, into 
thofe of contempt, faying, Tbaf he bad teen for^ 
tnerly taught to believe that God Almighty was an bo- 
neft man, but he now perceived he was a mere j — u 
f—tre. 

At Vermanton, where w^ dined, the marks 
of facrilegious hands were to be feen in feveral 
ruined feminaries of monks ; but the church 
was ftill in ufe for public worfhip ; the revolu- 
tionary fury having been principally exercifed 
againft the enfigns of nobility ; not a coronet 
or coat of arms being undefaced. An inhabi- 
tant of the place bewailed moft feelingly the 
poverty of the neighbourhood; faying, that 
though the harveft had been plentiful their 
fituation was ncverthelefs pitiable, for the vint- 
age 
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age would produce very little ; their hopes having 
been ruined by a killing froft, thatcanie when 
the vines where in flower : he added, that for fix 
years paft the vintage had failed. He fpoke in 
a way as if he thought, that the Iky and the 
fpirit of the times were -diredled by the fame 
influence. 

The whole of this part of the province is 
open, naked, and unpleafing to the eye ; for 
vineyards in Germany and France are by no 
means pidlurefque objeds to the lovers of fine 
fcenery ; yet the whole furface feemed in a fl:atc 
of cultivation, though thin of inhabitants. The 
approach to Auxerre is comparatively beautiful, 
the fituation of the town poffitively fo. Placed 
€m the gently declining fide of a hill, its mag- 
nificent fpires, the windings of the river Yonne, 
its mills, its bridge and iflands, together with 
the ci-devant biftiop's palace, form a really fine 
landfcape. Yet of all the places through which 
wc pafled, the interior view of Auxerre ex- 
hibited the moft affedling marks of devafl:ation 
and ruin. The cathedral is moft cruelly de- 
faced; 
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fiiced; other churches are pulling down, the 
Bifhop's palace converted into the Bureau de la 
Municipalite ; the houfes have an air of gloom j 
the Ihops are almoft empty, and very few peo- 
ple to be met with in the difmkl ftreets and 
public walks ; and thofe to be feen, having an 
air fo vulgar and fo horrid, that one could not 
help fuppoling that the fervants had lately mur- 
dered their mafters and taken their places. The 
gloomy or fierce mein of thofe wandering about 
had nothing very engaging to ftrangers ; fo that 
Monfieur Geffner and myfelf traverfed the ftreets 
in iilence, not daring to exprefs our fentiments 
of what we faw in French, and fearing to be 
known for folks they might not like, by difcourf- 
ing in Englifh. A noble building, which had 
been a rich convent of monks, was partly con- 
verted into horfe-barrackfe, and partly hired out 
in lodgings. The public walks, which had been 
fine, were running to ruin ; and feveral breaches 
were made in the city walls ; it being part of 
the Jacobin creed to throw all open for the free 
egrefs and regrefs of my lords, the mob ; of 
which we had fcen proofs in every park or arif- 
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tocratic inclofure^ The inn where we were 
lodged had magnificent remains of filk damalk 
and gilding; but the one fadly tarnilhed, and 
the other in dirty rags and tatters. 

Leaving this melancholy fpecimen of revolu- 
tionary reform, we continued our journey the 
next day with a degree of fatisfadion, which 
was felt by the whole of our party. Even at 
our entrance into Champagne, I fancied things 
wore a gayer afpedl, and for the firft time, 
iince leaving Tranche Compte, we heard the 
voice of jollity, from fomc young people in a 
little cart, who were cheering their hearts with 
a fong. 

At Joigny we thought the inhabitants feemed 
more comfortable and more devote. It was Sun- 
day ; and, in viewing the town, we perceived that 
there were two churches open for the celebra- 
tion of mafs, which not being fufficicnt to 
contain the religioufly difpofed, numbers, were 
attending in the ftreets, liftening with an appear- 
ance of great devotion and contentment. .The 

caftic 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 35 ) 

callle is in a high fituation, commanding an ex* 
tcnfive profpeft of the meanderings of the rivei- 
through the flat country towards Sens, along 
whofe banks lay the remainder of our day's 
journey. The day was remarkably fine, and 
as we approached the city. Sens feemed to have 
fent out all its inhabitants to meet us. The 
high road for two miles was crowded like a 
fair ; and various groups were to be feen re- 
pofing under the trees, and in the adjacent 
meadows. The difproportion between the 
males and females was fo ftriking, that we at- 
tempted numbering them to compute the dif- 
ference 5 which turned out to be as five women 
to one man. We did not reckon children, and 
could difcern that the majority of the males 
were above forty years of age. The city of 
Sens (hewed very few figns of revolutionary de- 
vaftation ; and had an air of tranquillity that 
we had not before noticed in a French town. 
The cathedral, which is an admired gothic 
ftrudure, has fufFered very little on the outfide- 
and within, the votaries of Reafon and Liberty 
had been merciful, having only fhewn theix 
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malice againft a few monumental badges of ho« 
bility, which were either defaced^ or whitened 
over. The hour was fix in the morning, and 
the good fouls were flocking to mtatins. To 
different places within and without the church 
were affixed notices inviting the pioufly inclined 
to contribute towards the maintenance of the 
officiating clergy. The painting of the altars 
and chapels had fuffered no injury; and an ef- 
teemed piece of fculpture,, reprefenting ]thc 
martyrdom of St. Stephen, remained in perfed 
prefervation. An aifle was fitting and deco- 
rating for occafional worfiiip at the time, to be 
called Petite Paroiffe. 

From Sens we proceeded to Ville^neuve la 
Cujarre, where my dinner was fomewhat dif- 
turbed, by the report of a frefh commotion at 
Paris. This was farther confirmed at Montrou ; 
but hearing at the fame time that a body of 
troops were expedred from the camp near Paris, 
deftined to reinforce the army of Italy, I con- 
cluded the report of commotion to be ground- 
lefs, otherwife the government would not fend 
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troops from the feat of the difturbance. Mrs* 
Douglas's mind was quieted by my reafoning ; 
yet I carneftly dcfired to have it juftified by the 
arrival of the foldiers ; as my affertion was more 
decided than my opinion. 1 was not a little 
puzzled on the fafeft meafures to be purfucd> 
ihpul4 the report of an infurredion prove true 
and fuccefsful againft the exifting government* 
As I travelled under its protecflion, our fafety 
depended on its continuance : and as we were 
known to be on the road to Paris, had the plot 
been deteded and quafhed, while we Englifh 
ftrangers were difcovered to have altered our 
route, we might have been fufpeded as accom- 
plices, who had endeavoured to fneak off on its 
failure. Rcfoiving, therefore, to adt on what 
feemed to me tlie fureft grounds, I determined 
to proceed towards Paris till I could form fome 
clear judgment of the real ftate of things there; 
and if I had found that the Jacobin party wa3 
likely to become fuperior, I fhould have diredled 
my courfe by that road which leads to Calais 
through Champagne, without going by Paris; 
in the hope of profiting by my paflport, before 
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any contrary orders fhould be iffued : this would 
have been an attempt of very doubtful fuccefs, 
but worth the trial ; as I am fure Mrs. Douglas 
could never have been induced to enter a 
place in the power of terrorifts. This little 
town is pleafantly fituated near the jundion of 
the rivers Yonne and Seine ; but had it been a 
paradife I could have enjoyed no plcafure in my 
then ftate of mind ; and the next day's journey 
by Melun, was, perhaps, one of the moft anxi- 
ous of my life. We met no troops on the 
road: yet by afluming a proper compofure of 
countenance, my dear timid companion fliewed 
no particular anxiety, though Ihe frequently 
enquired. Where were the foldiers? AtMelun 
we were informed that the troops had taken 
another road ; that an attempt on the camp at 
Crenelle had been defeated in its very begin- 
ning ; and that Paris was in perfecftjfecurity and 
tranquillity. We refted that night at Ville- 
neuve, four leagues from Paris, where we had 
it confirmed that all was quiet. I difpatched 
my courier very early next morning to procure 
intelligence, and fecure apartments, with order* 
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to meet us at the firft barrier at eleven o'clock. 
When we arrived, he affured us every thing was 
in perfect fecurity in the city; but that it was 
a day of domiciliary vifit, and our paffports 
would be repeatedly examined, before we reach- 
ed the Hotel de Philadelphie, where he had 
procured us apartments. 

The fentiment which occtipied my mind on 
our entrance into Paris, was compounded of 
various fenfations. Curiofity took the lead; 
horror and regret, from the recoUedlion of paft 
atrocities, fucceeded; thefe were followed by 
fome anxious doubts on our own account; 
which, together with the interefting fpeculation 
of what might ultimately be the refult of the 
eventful tranfaftions of which it had been the 
fcene, took compleat poffeffion of my faculties, 
in traverfing the ftreets through which we were 
obliged to pafs to our hotel. Mrs. Douglas's 
horror of Paris had been fo very powerful be- 
fore we left Switzerland, thatfhe had intreated I 
would never be out of her fight, as every mo- 
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ment of abfence would be engrofled by the ro^ 
membra ncc. of the favage . ads which ha4 
been committed there, and the apprehenfion 
that I perhaps, at the iijftant, was the vidim of 
popular diflike and violence. Above all, Ihc 
had exaded a poiitive promife that I woul4 
avoid the fuburb of St. Antoine, which wc 
now paffed without moleftation or interruption 
of any fort. The kind and hofpitable recep- 
tion which we had every where experienced in 
our journey, enabled her to pafs through thi^ 
notorious fuburb, with little terror, and even 
with a po>ver of obfervatipn. The countenan- 
ces of the filthy groups, which the buftle of the 
domiciliary vifit had colleded at every corner, 
were not likely to make very favourable im- 
preflions ; yet as thefe fhewed more appearance 
of fear than of malignity; and the ftreets were 
protected by parties of municipal troops, there 
was nothing to difturb our tranquillity; and 
the urbanity and polite attention of the officers, 
who, in different quarters, examined our paff* 
ports as we moved along, had, by the time we 
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reftched our hotels almoft removed every ap<* 
preheniion of danger, even from the heart of 
piy timid wife, 

A vifit from our banker and fome friends in 
the evenings compleated her cure^ by their af« 
furing fatr» in the ftrongeft terms^ that Paris 
never w^s in more perfedt fecurity from com- 
motion. In our progrefs to the hotel, we had 
paffed the open place formerly occupied by the 
Baftile^ its lituation now only to be known by 
the piles of ftonps which had made part of that 
dreaded fabric. In different' quarters of the 
ftreets of Paris, and in the fquares, are ftation- 
ed parties of infantry and cavalry, ready, on the 
leaft alarm, to repair to the fpoi, and fupprefs 
the beginning mifchief. In the day time, ex- 
cepting on that of domiciliary vifit, people pais 
without Bxamination ; but after eleven at night, 
every paflenger is required to fhew the autho- 
rity by which he is allowed to remain in the 
city. Tranquillized by our reception hitherto, 
and the aflurances of our friends, Mrs. D. 
acquired fufficient courage to enter into our 
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plans^ to fee as much of what was curious and 
amufing in Paris, as the fhortnefs of our day 
would permit. 

. The buftling moments of a firft arrival being 
over, I thought right to announce it to the mi- 
nifter, whofe protedion had been fo ufeful to us 
thus far; defiring, to have an opportunity to 
thank him in perfon — ^that however he declined 
in thefe civil terms : 

** J* A I recu, Monfieur, votre lettre par 
*' laquelle vous m* informez de votre arrivee en 
" cette ville, & me temoignez le defir de vous 
•* prefenter chez moi. Je fuis flatte de vous 
^' avoir procuri la facilite de traverfer la 
** France, ct je partage avec vous la fatisfadion 
•' que vous en reflentez ; mais veuillcz ne pas 
** vous deplacer pour m' en temoigne* vos re*» 
" merciements. II me fuffit, Monfieur, d'avoir 
*' pu vous obliger. 

'' Salut et fraternite, 

*• C. D." 

I was 
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I was a little difturbed by his declining my 
vifit, though the refufal was perfedly polite : 
for the late attempts to (lir up commotion, by 
the Jacobin fadtion, and .the ungracious terms 
on which the French government had been for 
fome time pad with England, rendered every 
Britifh fubjed fufpeded, and us fufpicious. X^e 
oblique and offenfive mode taken by our mini- 
Ary to learn the fentiments of the French go- 
vernment, through the channel of the Danilh 
envoy, had placed us in a fituation infinitely 
jnorc delicate j and I was told that if our per- 
miflion had not been obtained, it would, if fo- 
licited at that moment, have been refufed. Re- 
folved however to be at fome certainty as to what 
we had further to wilh, for the well-perform- 
ance of what remained of our journey, I wrote 
again to Monfieur Delacroix, requcfting to have 
permilli«ip to repofe fome days at Piris, fo be 
furnifhed with relays of horfes for our journey 
to the coaft, and to have leave to embark from 
Boulogne, (hould the wind chance to be more 
favourable from thence than from Calais. Hav- 
ing dpne this, I felt myfelf more at eafe ; being 
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informed at the municipality of the feftion, that 
I was not Inquired to prefent myfelf at the 
Mairieto obtain farther leave of rcfidence, till 
after four days ; fo that, fandioned by the exa- 
mination at the municipality, we were at liberty , 
to difpofe of thefc four days as we pleafed. 

Our firft vifit was to the Louvre, the ThuiU 
leries, and the place of Louis XV. and Ven- 
dofme ; which, and the principal ftreets of i^aris, 
arc now diftinguifhed by revolutionary names r 
though there feems a difpofition at prefent to 
call them by the old ones. 

The garden of the Thuillerics is much im- 
proved in its appearance, by the magnificent 
orange and lemon trees, removed from the dif- 
ferent royal and noble palaces, and arranged 
there in good tafte. At a houfe, where formerly 
the fittings of the Notables were he|d, on one 
fide of the garden, is the hall of the AflembFy 
of Five Hundred ; in the body of the palace is 
that of the Ancients. Over the centre is eredled ' 
an improved telegraph. News have been con- 
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veyed by its means^ they fay» to and from Strafe- 
burgh^ in five minutes ; and the contents of a 
letter can be communicated in as fhort a time 
as it could be copied. At the entrance from the 
Thuiileries into the place formerly of Louii 
XV, are to be feen ftatues having an allafion to 
Liberty and the Republic ; but whatever had 
the moil remote relation to nobility and royalty 
is dcmoliihed, or removed. On a pedeftal, 
which ftill remains in the place Vendofme, is a 
pompous infcription to the memory of, I be- 
lieve, Lepelletier, which means to exprefs, that 
he devoted himfelf for liberty, and for his 
country ; and he is made to declare with his 
daying breath, " that he (hall be content if his 
** blood ferves to cement the bands, which 
** he hopes will ever attach the friends of free- 
** dom to each other." This is all very fine, 
but very falfe ; fince the only words uttered by 
that patriotic hero, after he was wounded, were 
thofe of terror, and of prayer for a furgeon. 

The facade of the Louvre is univerfally ad- 
mired as a mailer-piece of elegance in archi- 
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tcdure; but the interior promifcs-to l^c ftill 
more interefting, ^ The immejofe gallery is def- 
tined to receive the fppifs of the world, of 
whatever is excellent of painting and fculpture; 
which the conquering French of our day pillage 
without fhame or mercy, from the nations with 
whom they fraternize, or to whom they grant 
their ruinous friendfhip. They have fludied to 
imitate the Romans of ancient times, in their 
avaricious love of the fine arts, though with 
more knowledge of them ; and though the wits 
have pleafed themfelves with the appellation of 
Mummiiis Buonaparte, and the fame principle 
may have influenced the modern general ; he 
has been guided, however, by more tafte and more 
judgment in his pillage than the ancient. The 
gallery of the Louvre will certainly, in a fhort 
time, be the moft fplendid repofitory of ftolen 
goods that has exifled, iince old Rome. It was 
fliut to the public during our ftay at Paris ; but 
we obtained permiflion to view it ; and, in fpite 
of the horror infpired by the principle which 
was to fill it, we could not but admire the en- 
larged idea, which meant to adapt the nobleft 
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room of our European world, to receive the 
choiceft fpecimens of art that were to be found in 
it. Yet it was with a degree of melancholy 
pleafure, that I recognized the dumb but inte« 
refting acquaintances I had formed fome years 
ago in the Lpw Countries, torn fron\ their an- 
cient haunts by the hands of rapine, and oblig- 
ed to difplay their beauties in a foreign land. 
Many of the fineft works of Rubens were there 
to be feen : — The Crucifixion of St. Peter with 
his head downwards, prefented by Rubens to 
the city of Cologne, his birth-placfe — The fa- 
mous Defccnt from the Crofs is faid to be among 
the prifoners, but was not placed — The Bocuf 
and Shepherd of Paul Potter, which hftd long 
ornamented tKe Stadtholder's palace, and e- 
fteemed the beft piAure of that mafter, was in 
the copying room ; and many other highly va- 
luable fpecimens of celebrated painters, were, 
piled in heaps till they could be arranged. But 
this fpecies of war and robbery, excited by a 
love of the fine, arts, Ihould be confidered as a 
great improvement on the fyftem in vogue in 
the early part of the French revolution : when, 
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in the true fpirit of barbarifm, every thing that 
bore the human form^ of whatever materials 
compofed^ was doomed to deftrudion : even the 
ftatue of Henry the IVth, which was almoft 
worlhipped by the populace in the firft revolu*. 
tionary flage^ was difplaced andgtreated with 
ignominy in the fecond. Yet fome of more tafte 
and lefs fury, have contrived to prefervc, from 
the hands of our modern Goths, many monu- 
ments confecrated in the churches to the memory 
of great men. The admired tomb of Cardinal 
Richlieu has found an afylum in the convent of 
Peiits Peres, at the expence of a finger or two, 
with many other ftatues and bufts of eminent 
men ; and another ci-devant monaftery is filled 
with the fpoil of many royal and noble houfes, 
in pidures, ftatues, fine china, and magnificent 
furniture : among the reft are all the noble ar- 
ticles of china, which formerly ornamented the 
Queen's apartment at Mcudon. The different 
pieces are all numbered, and marked with the 
i^ame of the perfon to whom they originally 
belonged j it is faid, with the intention that 
they may be reftorcd to their families, ftiould 
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thefe be re-eftablifhed in their pofleffions or 
tights. Some have already been claimed, And 
delivered to their proper owners* ^ 

In the Louvre, it is not onljr intended to fbfm 
acolledlionqjthe moft valuable pieces in paint- 
ing and fculpture, but a fchool of arts ; and, dn 
application to government, artifts of name aiid 
talents are fufnifhed with apartments there, and 
are penfioned; but unhappily their pensions 
have hitherto been paid in paper money, wKich 
being of little price, is but a Torry provifion* 
Davidi Sabley, and many others, are eft^blifhcd 
there. Sabley is an elegant and pleafing painter 
of domei^ic fcenes and landfcape ; poiTe fling, in a 
high degree, the knowledge of light and (hadow, 
with the juft application of which he produces 
much effedl. David, though a monfter of a man, 
is a prince of painters — His pidlure of the Ho- 
ratii receiving fwords from their father, is of 
much merit ; but what pleafes me much more, 
is one in which he has painted the interior of the 
family^ of the elder Brutus, after he had com- 
manded the execution of his fon, for having en- 
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gaged in defigns to reftore the Tarqutns^. The 
agonizing forrow of the female part of the fami- 
ly is feelingly and juftly reprefentcd, in an inner 
apartment ; the father is ftruggling to reftrain 
his fulnefs of 'grief in the anti-chamber, the 
fenfations of the parent having* afTumed their 
dominion, after the ftern duties of the patriot 
were difcharged j while through the half-lhut 
door are feen the attendants bearing on their 
ihoulder s the headlefs trunk of the fon. There 
is another pidlure Ikctched out, which promifes 
to be a noble fpecimen of the painter's talent, 
on the fubjedt of the combat between Romuliis 
and Tatius^ after the rape of the Sabine wo- 
menr 

In the court leading to *thc gallery are pre- 
ferved the four flaves in bronze, which were 
formerly chained to the pedeftal of the ftatue 
of Louis XIV. in the place Vi^oire ; the ftatue 
of the vain-glorious defpot having been broken 
into a thoufand fragments. Againft the memory 
of fuch a defolating tyrant, no mark of detefta- 
tion is wonderful ; but it is to be regretted that 
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barbarous enthufiafm was not capable to make 
diftindlions in favour of the revered Henry IV, 
whofe private and public virtues were forgotten 
in thfe contemplation of that regal band which 
encircled his head. 

On the 17th of September, the laft day of 
grace allowed to our paflports without being 
confirmed by the police, I began to be uneafy 
from halving received no anfwer from the mi- 
nifter ; the more fo, that on prefenting ourfelves 
at the Mairie we were told, that we could not 
receive permiflion from thence to reptiain in Pa* 
ris, as we were immediately under the protec- 
tion of the miniftre des relations exterieures. Fear- 
ing that my letter might have mifcarried by the 
negligence of my laquay, I determined to ap- 
ply in perfon at his office ; that 1 might know 
at once what I had to expcd. Monfieur Gar- 
nier, a valuable acquaintance, had the goodnefs 
to accompany rtie, and we found an anfwer 
prepared, which had only been with-held to 
give us all the time to which we could be en- 
titled ; a kindnefs for which we were much in- 
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dcbted to the politenefs of Monlieur ♦ ♦ * * ♦^ 
the general fecretary. 

The letter was expreffed in the following 
terms: 

Le Minijire des Relations Exterieures. 
A Monfieur Douglas. 

** Ji.«-N ai point, Monfieur, lepouvoir 
** d* ordonner qu* il vous foit fourni des chevaux 
^ dc relais fur la route ; vous n* avez d'ailleurs 
" point befoin d* ordre. Quant a votre fejour 
** dans cette ville, il peut etre de fept a huit 
\** jours : la fituation de Madame Douglas re- 
** dame cette indulgence, et je m* eftime heu- 
** reux d* etre encore dans cette circonftancfe, 
** r interprSte des fentiments qui animent le di- 
^^ redtoire executif et dont il ne s* ecarte jamais 
** tant qu' ils s* accordent avec la furete de la 
" rcpublique. II eft a \^otre choix de vousem- 
" barquer a Calais ou a Boulogne, partout en- 
*' fin, ou le^ vents vous promettront une tra- 
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*• verlee heureufe et courte, Le gouvernement 
^ vpus laifle entierement libre du choix. 

" Recevez, Monfieur, I'aflurance de ma con- 
^* lideration. 

** Ch. Delacroix.*' 

Nothing could be more gracious or more hu- 
manely polite than this anfwer; we were truly 
fenfible of its value : and being placed quite at 
our eafe by this affurance of fafety, we conti- 
nued to purfue the gratification of our curiofity 
with all poffible induftry and pre/ejvreranee. 

The Pantheon, formerly a church dedicated 
to St. Genevieve, the tutelar faint of Paris, is 
indeed a noble building. The ftile of archi- 
tedlure pleafed me, without confidering if I 
ought to be pleafed ; and I thought the bas-re- 
lievos well executed, an4 the inftfriptions judi- 
cioufly feleded and applied. Within, it ap- 
pears to me fo overcharged with architedural 
ornaments, as to deftroy all idea of fimplicity : 
and furely a building intended to do honour to 
fhe memory of the illuftrious dedd, (hould be 

E 3 ' nobly 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 54 ) 

nobly and elegantly fimple ; that the bulls anc} 
ftatucs of the wife and good may produce their 
full effedl. The vault below this building, has 
been deftined to receive phe monuments, if not 
fhe afhes of thofe, who in their lives dcferved 
well of the public. Five have been already 
placed there, viz, of Voltaire, Roufleau, Mira- 
beau, M^rat, and Lepelletier ; but phc three laft 
have been difcarded by the better feqfe and re- 
qolledlion of the pfefept government : and it is 
now decfeed, that none, for the future, fhall be 
admitted po that honour till their fame and cha- 
radler have flood the teft of ten years. There 
js a fine idea exprelftd on the monument of 
Roufleau : — 3l door is reprefented as half open, 
out of which iflues a hand holding a blazing 
torch; to indicate, that he pnlightens the 
world, though in his tomb: unluckily the 
thought will appear forced or falfe p half that 
world ; fince there are many who confider the 
merit of Roufleau, as a worthy, to be very 
equivocal ; and that mankind would have g^ii^r 
ed, had his torch never blazed, or been early ex- 
tinguiflied. On examining French ideas criti- 
cally^ 
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cally, they jyqe ofteja found, more brilliant than 

jUft. 

We peeped into the church of St. Sulpicc^ 
\yhich is near the Pantheon, and one of thofe 
open by permiflion for f he performance of mafs* 
There are twelve fo appropriated ; the others 
4re to be fold, or are emjdoyed for the meaneft 
purpof<^. For, as all the religions hitherto re- 
ceived ij;i the world^ are abolLChjed by. the prefent 
H'uling powers, twelve .only are indulged to the 
weak part of the community ; who, not chufing 
as yet to truft wholjy to tlie guidance of />/y2?///- 
ble reqfon, and unerring philo/ophy, feek for pro- 
jection and confol^tion from the God of their 
fathers. Yet, though the rulers fcorn all forms 
of religion for themfelves, they begin to difco- 
yer that fomething of phe fort may be ufeful, to 
render their fubjeds more eafiiy governed. The 
licenq^d churches are exceflively crowded ; a 
circumftance which fpeaks moft forcibly the po^ 
pular attachment to the Catholic faith : though 
the blind veneration for its departed faints and 
living minifters, is wonderfully diminifhed, 
^ E 4 cx^ 
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jixcepting among the few bigots that remain^ 
It will be found convenient, in a little time, to 
fubftitute fome form of worfhip, to replace that 
which had been fo totally deftroyed by the rage 
of the revolutionary anarchifts. Their abhor- 
rence of monarchy made them difclaim even the 
government of one God, and to qualify crea- 
tures to adopt their monftrous fyftem, and be- 
come the willing inftruments' of their atrocities, 
it was neceflkry to deprive men of all hope and 
fear beyond the prefent. The firft wretches 
fucceeded to a certain degree; but the pa- 
roxyfm was too violent to be of longer dura- 
tion than the reign of anarchy. A religion is 
infeparable from regular government : and the 
moment in which that of France began to af- 
fume a form, a religion M^as found neceffary 
likewife. This began to appear by an acknow- 
ledgement of a Supreme Being, and of a future 
ftate ; a general toleration of the various fedls ; 
and by the facrifice of a part of the national 
property, in the grant of twelve churches in 
Paris, for the celebration of the former efta- 
blilhed worlhip. The prefent members of the 
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government were all, I believe, confenting to the 
abolitionof religion, and have been too proud tq 
r,etradl, and confefs themfelves guilty of what, 
even they, muft think to be at leaft a great politic 
cal error* But the above conceflions amount to 
a tacit acknowledgment ; and their patronizing 
a deiftigal catechifm for (he ufe of their pri- 
mary fchool$, is a proof that though religion is 
not thought neceflary to making good diredors^ 
minifters, or counfeUprs, it may be uftful ta 
form good fubjed?. 

The Frenich have ever been extremely ambi- 
tious to exalt themfelves into models for univer- 
fal imitation. Th^s vanity has always inclined 
them to vpte themfelves into the firft rank 
among nations. They have undoubtedly very 
ftrong claims, and would be allowed a very 
eminent place, if they [did not prefumq to de- 
mand the firft on all occafions. With all this 
defire to fet themfelves up as objefts of imita- 
tion, and leaders in difcovery, they are in 
truth fervile and poor copies on many occafions. 
They have played Romans in their very worft 
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manner; and have been plagiarifts from the^ 
Englifli, without avowing it. They have af- 
fefted thf Romi^ri names^ their infolence of ftile, 
their loftinefs of manner to crowned heads^ and 
their infulting heiiignity to inferior ftates ; and 
tiic French £giternizi|tion h an huipble invitation 
of the Roman pride^ which aimed to render the 
rank df denizes of the^r ftate, the moft ho-r 
Aourable of all diftindlions. They have (bplea 
from thp JEnglifh much of their form of go-» 
vernment, their phrafes, their manners; oftei> 
adopting what is moft exceptionable, and ftiil 
afFeding to condpmn their n^odes^ the better to 
conceal the theft. They pretend to under-rate in 
the Englifli conllitution, what they would be 
wife to follow ; and change the name, without 
avowing the adoption of the thing. As to the 
nick-naming the months and days of the week, k 
^s too puerile and ridiculous fo be excufed, ex- 
cepting among boys and girls as a Chriftma$ 
play. With all the hatred they afFed towards 
us, they do not refufe the compliment of being 
put in comparifon with our nation in great 
charaderiftic points. I have heard it frequent- 
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ly faid by Frenchmen, that the Frfench an4' 
fingliih nations were the two which approachecj' 
neareft in arts and arnis, in every fpecits of in- 
formation, and in extent of knowledge. It is 
true, WjC are always rivals, and rivalry muft imir 
ply equality, ijj m?tny refpeds. 

As we had not time to take a regular fur- 
vey of the churches and other public buildings 
of Paris^ we >yere obliged to content ourfelves 
with a curfory view of thofe mod within our 
j-each. We admired the church of St. Roque^- 
which i;^ for f^le : and Regretted that an edifice 
of fo much beauty IJiould be converted into a 
barrack or a granary ; perhaps pulled down, to 
raifc money by the fale of the materials. Marty 
pther churches are in the fame predicament ; and 
if the mifecdefia does nof abate before the circum^ 
fiances of the country amend, there is reafon to 
apprehend a fcarcity in France of fpecimens of 
church architecflure. The Hofpital of Invalids 
is preferved for its original purpofe ; and fo is 
the military fchool. But of all the public edi- 
fices;^ thp market for corn and meal is moft to 
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my ufte: it is capacious^ light, dry, well 
aired, ancj ufeful ; and the form of the dome 
gives it a loo}c of elegance;; 

The Affembly of Five Hundred is open to 
admiflipn by meaqs of tickets ^ and h^s nothing 
to recommend it as a building, nor does it ex^ 
hibjt ^ny thing very priepoflreffiijg ip its appear-- 
a^ce, when arranged for buiinefs. Indeed I 
never faw a more motley crew affembled to- 
gether, whether yoju examine theif drefs, com- 
plexions^ or phyfiognomies. Nothing can be 
inaagined more ftiabby than thp drefs of the 
members in general $ nothing n>ore forbidding 
than the caft pf coui)tenancej and for com- 
plexion, every ihade, from the blacl^ African 
negroe, with woolly head, to the moil pale- 
faced rogue of Europe, is to be found there. 
Not but that there are aniong them, fome of 
engaging manners and expreffion; men able 
and refpedable: but to fpeak in general, I 
never faw a more ill-favoured fet. Certainly 
the firft impreflion is not that of veneration og 
refped : yet even the firft view did nqt give the 
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idea of a comitS revolutionaire ; fuch as could 
engender or execute atrocities like what we have 
heard of, during the rule of the fyftem of ter- 
ror. ' In the gallery where we were placed, wc 
had a compleat view of the whole Affembly j of 
the jprefident in his chair, of the orator in his 
roftrum, and of the exits and entries of the 
bufy fwarm : and we fhould have heard like- 
wife very diftindlly, but from the inceflant 
chatter of the copying clerks, who were leate^^d 
juft behind us; and from the hum and buz, and 
(continual niovement of the members below us^ 
The orators were loud enough, but the noife^ 
(our not being accullomed to the declamation in 
a llrange language, and the frequent tinkling of 
the prefidenfs bell,) produced altogether in our 
foreign ears fuch a difcord of harfli founds, 
as rendered our fatisfaftion very incomplete, as 
far as refpefted the matter in debate ; which, 
however, was not very interefting to us, being on 
bufinefs of a local nature. The fpeakers were 
very loud, in the hope of being heard; and 
their gefticiilations violent, but not' graceful. 
From what I could comprehend, the moft ve- 
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Jhement had the ^orft of the argument. Thtf 
. pjrefent hall being found inConveAient, the pa^ 
lace of. Bourbon is fitting up for the feception 
^f the Five Hundred in a flile of more than 
toyal n^agnificence. 

The Aflembly of Ancients^ which is held in the 
palace of the Thuilleries, gives you pn entering 
4 fenfation very different from what was excited 
by a view of the Five Hundred. The order and 
arrangement of the hall, the decenqy of appear- 
ance of the members, the quiet which reigned 
through fthe whole, infpired refpedl. We were 
intfpduced by Rabaut de Pommier, a man ge- * 
ncrally efleemed ; who had the goodnefs to ex- 
, pjgin to us whatever we delired to know re- 
fpeding the fofms^ and the different members^ 
whofe i^res and countenances excited our cu- 
riofity. The prefident was at firft occupied in 
arranging and figning various papers ; and when 
he opened the fitting, it was done by putting 
his three-coloured fafh acrofs liis fhoulders/ and 
his hat on his head. The officers of the AfTem- 
bly wear their falhes round the waift; the mem- 
bers 
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bers, whe mean to take any adive part in the 
meeting, who are to make any report, or' fpeak 
to the points which are to come before the Af- 
fembly, wear their falhes like the prefident, 
and mount a deik immediately before his chain 
The falh is portable, fo as to go into the pock- 
et ; and ihould a member be urged by an im« 
pulfe to fpeak, he can eafily-creep into his fcari; 
and indulge Jiis propenfity ; but it is not per- 
mitted to perfons to harangue in their place, or 
without this badge. There was a very intereft^ 
ing report made from a committee, the day of 
our vifit, which was confirmed by the Afiem- 
biy I viz; a refblution to pay a quarter's intereft 
en numeraire, to the public creditors. This was a 
bufinefs of general ccmcern throughotit Europe ; 
and much to the contentment of two Swifs in 
our company, who were effentially interefted. 
Have they the power to carry this into exec^i- 
tion, or to continue it? I fliould think not; 
and it may be merely a falfe light held out for 
political purpofes* - 

The 
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The Diredoirc^ or executive government, ii 
cftablilhed in the Luxembourg; where thecoun* 
tils are held, and where its members refide. 
There is a hall of audience open evefy day 
at Aoon to dll the worldj at which a mem- 
ber of the DircAory attends in his robesj to re- 
ceive petitions, to hear complaints, or whatever 
lelates to the intereft of the ftate, or of indi- 
viduals. In this palace each member of the 
Direi9:oire has a feparate, a (lately, and expen- 
five eftabliihment ; amounting, as I have been 
informed, to forty thoufand louis-dors per an^ 
num for each. To render this refidence more 
commodious, more magnificent, and more 
worthy of this Ibvereign, great repairs are in 
contemplation, and immenfe quantities of (tones 
and other materials for buildings are amalTed : 
but the work is at prefent fufpcnded ; as the 
money is wanted for more prefling occafions* 

I (hould have been pleafed to have been pre- 
fent at an audience, could ^ I have found an 
hour, to have witnefTed the ftrangc exhibition 
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of proud humility : where a fovereign, lofty as 
any Afiatic, is content to lower himfelf to 
familiarity with his co-citoyens with afFeded 
condefcehlion j and feems to fink to their level 
for ooc hour in the day, the more furely to 
play the dcfpot during the remaining twenty- 
threc. For nothing is more certain than that, 
though the five heads of this modern hydra feem 
wrapped in a cap of liberty, it is but a malk 
to conceal the horrid vifage of a defpotifm 
as abfolute as that of the Grand Turk, or 
of any tyrant, ancient 6r modern. The 
French nation is not yet arrived at the point 
of temper to be really free. Long habitua- 
ted to the uncontrouled fway of a defpot 
and his minions, the people, juft unyoked 
from a heavy ftate coach, would be too wild 
and too wanton to draw quietly and fafely 
the light machine of a free government, if not 
rellrained and awed by reins and whips not 
totally unlike thofc to which they have been 
accuftomed. This was evident fromxheir unruly 
behaviour in the firft moments of emancipa- 
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tion; md their demagogues were obliged to 
cifcablifh a fyftem of terror. That has beeh ex- 
changed for vfhzt, from compaHfon^ is deno* 
minated Moderatifm ; but« in fad:^ is tyranny 
under another form^ which the prefent govern- 
ment endeavour to conceal by little facrifkes 
and conceflions* The people fancy themfelves 
fcce, becaufe they have the liberty to Q>eak aad 
write with impuhity, and wkhall poifible licen^ 
tioUfnefs^ of their niagillrates and neighbours. 
If the prefent fyftem h e^amined^ it will turnout 
to be decidedly military. Its. trials are military^ 
its executions military^ and its police military t 
and perhaps the prefent oftenfible goyernmcitt 
is like wife itfelf under military controul} a)id 
obliged to regulate its opbratiosas by what Will 
pleafe the armies employed at a diftance. 

I was much pleafed to have an opportunity to 
fee the grand feftival of the new year (on the 
22d of Sejptember by ouc.ftiiej. which wab to 
be ceiebrated with great pomp>» and at a great 
expence. It was the commsencement of the 
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fifth yestr of the tepublique une et indtvifiile ; and 
procefIk>a8j races^ and illuininations« were to be 
e^hibittd for the amufcment of the public. 

Nt3thiilg ean be better calculated for a grand 
fluiw than the Q>Mmp de Mars, being of great 
extent ; of which one fide is occupied by the 
militairy fch^^ and deftined for the receptioit 
of the Dire<flory, jtec. before the commence- 
ment of the proceffion* A fpacious porti<yn of 
thii^ Field o^f Mars is furt^unded by an eartheft 
mound ; in the centre is a mount raifed above 
the Icvd of the area; and in the middle of 
that, anodier fmaller and more elevated ftill, 
in the centre of which is placed a Coloflal 
ftatoe of Liberty, with its attributes. In front 
t)f the pedcftal, facing the military fchool, was 
.-etcdled a throne for the accommodation of the 
members of the Diredoire, and the remainder 
was filled xxp with chairs ami benches to be oc- 
cupied by the minifters' of ftate, diplomatic 
corps^ and what they call pouvoirs conftitues ; re- 
ifcrving a piace fdr a band of muik. The outer 
mound, from its extent and form, could afford 
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place for many thoufand fpcdlators, to view 
whatever games were to be exhibited in the area 
comprehended between that and the mound : to 
preferve which free from annoyance^ by the en- 
croachment of the mob, pofts were placed at 
certain diflancesj joined by a cord, guarded by 
centinels; and a moving party of cavalry put 
all ftragglers to the rout. Between the milita- 
ry fchool and the Goddefs of Liberty was raifed 
an ajch reprefenting a fedion of the zodiac, 
with the fign Libra balanced over the centre. 

The Diredlory, and members of government, 
having been previoufly marftialled in the hall 
of the military fchool, the proceflion began a 
little before fix o'clock, by the four feafons 
of the year, reprefented by large waggons drawn 
by eight horfes ; on the putfide were painted the 
charaderiftic fymbols, and within were mufi- 
cians, and the cars fuitably attended by mowers, 
reapers, grape-gatherers, &c. ; the whole pre- 
ceded and clofed by troops of infantry and ca- 
valry. Thefe having made the circuit of the 
field, the march of magiftracy began, with an 
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excellent band of mufic in front; the five mem* 
bers of the Diredtory followed, and then the 
minifters of the different departments of the 
ilate, properly guarded and attended. It was 
calculated that the Directory fhould pafs under 
the zodaical arch at the point of time when the 
fun entered the iign Libra ; and intended^ that 
a crown fufpended on the arch fhould fall when- 
ever this reprefentative body, by pafltng under 
the balance, had given leave to thfe fifth year of 
the republic to commence. But the emblem of 
royalty proved refradlory, and would not (loop 
to the bonnet rouge of the republic one and indi-^ 
viftble^ but kept its ftation on high, deranged in- 
deed, but not abfolutely difplaced. The pro- 
ceflion marched on towards the mount, where 
the Diredory occupying the place of diftindion, 
the minifters and municipal officers arranging 
themfelves in due order, and the muficai band 
taking pofleflion of- a little orcheftra on the 
right, the prefident pro tempore made an oration^ 
which 1 was not able to hear diftindly ; but I 
could difcover to be an eulogy of the republic, an- 
nouncing their atchievements and vicSories. The 
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fpeakcr, which, I believe, was Reubel, having 
finiihed, the gentry round the ftatue attempted 
to excite fomc plaudits, but thcfe were too fee- 
ble to eleftrize even the company on the firft 
mount, much lefs to afFed the great mafs of 
people on the mound ; which prcferved a maft 
chilling filence, with the hmc fang froid, the 
fame mortifying indifference, as if the fpcKh 
had been in praife of the Roman or Spartan re- 
publics. Indeed we were aflured that the bulk 
of the Parifians are fqrfeited with thefe unmean- 
ing and expcnfive conceits ; they affed a con- 
tempt of them, and fpeak their difapprobation 
of money being fo idlyjquandered in times of 
diftrefs and want. One of the fpec^ators ex- 
prefling^his regret at the b^d weather, and want 
of funihine to enliven th(5 (h(tw, was a^ifwered by 
his neighbour, '^ The fun has ceafed to Ihine PJ) 
^ us, it now only Ihine^ in London/^ 

After the fpcech a hymn was fung with ac- 
companiments, and applauded by thpfe ^hQ 
were within hearing. The proceffion being re-j 
turned to the military fchool, the races began s 
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in whkh there was nothing very wonderfol ; the 
herie r;|ce very inferior to thofe in England; 
that of the chariots poor, compared to thofe of 
Florence on St, John'/s day. The Florentine 
were drawn by four horfes a-^brcaft, richly ca- 
parifqned^ and the chariots finely gilded an4 
painted j the French hut little ornamented^ ancl 
with two fteeds of no great {how* By the time 
the games were finiflied, the day began to clqfe^ 
and the lamps of illumination were lighted ; 
thefe were difpqfed with great tafte and effed, 
upon the front of thie fine building, along the 
llvenues of trees, and in a rnagnificent circle of 
ftars furrounding the Field of Mars; andfhew-^ 
^d mpft beautifully md ftrikingly brilliant 
frorp the oppofite fide pf the river, where I af- 
ierwsirds joined Mrs^ D. to have a fuller view of 
fh^ fire^wprks, which finished the fpedlacle; 
h\it were neither in great variety or beauty. One 
of the circumft^nces of this fete, which grati- 
fied me the moft, was its procuring me a Ihort 
tonverfation with Madame Tallien, who was 
i^npwn to my companion Monfieur Levade of 
J^ufanne. Her figure, though in a riding-drefs, 
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was elegantj her countenance interefting^ and 
her manners eafy and agreeable. She is much 
and defervedly admired^ not fo much for ac- 
complifhments (chough poflelTed of many) as 
for virtues. This may found ftrange in the ears 
of the rigidly virtuous, who have only heard of 
her connexion with Tallien ; but with thofc 
who have known her better, (he is admired for 
thofe qualities of mind and temper, which could 
foften and fubdue that tiger's heart ; and is be- 
loved for that benevolence and charity, which 
was fo powerfully exerted in the caufe of fuffer- 
ing humanity ; which has made her the amiable 
inftrument to fave hundreds of the perfecuted 
from the hands of the executioners, and the mi- 
feries of cruel imprifonment. Under the fero- 
cious tyranny of the daftardly unfeeling Robe- 
fpiere, fhe was herfelf the objeft of his bafe fears 
and unmanly perfecution. She was immured in 
a damp and loathfome dungeon, chained to the 
ground, ancle deep in water, till her delicate 
limbs were galled to the bone by the irons with 
which they were loaded. She would foon have 
funk upder this treatment, or have fufFercd on a 
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fcafFoid ; but having found means to advertifii 
her lover of her perilous iituation^ his fears on 
her account, is faid to have haftened the cata-? 
ftropheof that fanguinary monfter. 

There are two charaders that figured in the 
French revolution, of a call that has rarely oc« 
curred ; and were juftly held in general abhor- 
fence, even in the zenith of their power and in- 
fluence. No one will hefitate to fay, that I muft 
mean Orleans and Robefpierre. Yet I ought 
to deprecate the anger of the manes of Robe.* 
fpierrc in having difgraced his name, by join- 
ing it with that of the ignoble Egalite ; who is 
certainly of all the worthlefs of our age, facile 
princeps. He was formed fo fortunately with- 
out one good quality, and fo eminently endow- 
ed with every one bad, that one vice fometimes 
aded as antidote to another, and thus both were 
rendered almoft harmlefs. Had a fe\y^ good 
qualities been mingled in his compofition with 
the bad, his fphere of mifchief would have been 
much enlarged ; but his cowardice, his perfi- 
jiy, and his avarice ferved as counterpoifons 
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to his cruelty^ his family influence, ^nd that 
power which he might have derived from his 
imnfienfe riches, Robefpierre was more con* 
fiftent and lefs hypocritical; he avowed his 
great atrocious plans with bold affurance, and 
purfued them MritH the moft uniform and ihame- 
lefs wade of human blood. Ht did not meanly 
ccmdefcend to aiFed popql^rity, but dependecl 
pn his fyftem of (error to eftablifli his peiiillef^ 
power. 

Avarice was fo predominant in the charaAer 
of Orleans, that he debafed the dignity and 
grandeur of his family-manfion, to add a few 
thoufands to s^ revenue alreac}y princely ; and the 
gardens of the Ps^lais Royal were converted 
into (hops, taverns, playhoufes, and brothels^ 
This converfioii of property froip lui^ury to 
gain, might have afTumed in another the merit 
of patriotifm and improvement; but in, him 
|t would bear no better interpretatioa» than that 
of increafing his power of doing mifchief, by 
twenty-five thoufand louis-dors per ann. The 
plans however have been well executed ; in the 
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»fcadfs, which run round, are moft elegant 
(hops, and a difplay of a variety of coftly and 
ufeful articles ; part of the unoccupied fpace 
is laid out as a public walk, and in the centre a 
hai|dfonie building half underground, fitted for 
an occafional concert-room, is called the Ly- 
ceum, and is at preferit the place of meeting of 
^ thriving fociety of arts. Within the precinAs 
Qf thefe Ci-devant gardens, fhere are two or 
three theatres; and fhe fpace before the back 
entrance h now occupied by the hawkeriJ of 
aflignisits and mandats; and by another fet of 
agioteurs called pick-rpocketd. Paper money 
having loft its currency, that part of the bufi«v 
nefs has dwindled prodigioufly ; yft as govern- 
ment ftill buys it up to anfwer fomc of its owa 
purpofes, jobbing is not totally extincfl. Dur- 
ing our ftay at P?^ris, we faw no circulation of' 
paper money ; and in the (hops every thing was 
exorbitantly dear, though paid in hard cafti. 
The Palais Royal was fo near our hotel, that it 
was our daily walk ; and we frequently regaled 
ourfelves with ice and refreftiments at the cof- 
^-houfes, which were there in great number. 
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One of our fpare mornings was agreeably palTed 
at a meeting at the fociety of arts in the Ly^ 
ccum ; of that entertainment Mrs. D. has writ-' 
ten fo particular an account that I ihall not 
meddle with it> as her Journal will generally ac-. 
company (his, 

Having the wifli to fee the prefent French in 
their amufements^ ,we viiited the theatres in the 
evening^ as often as th^ fatigue of the day would 
permit us. That of the Rue F^ydeau is the 
moft elegant> the moft frequented, and deferves 
to be fo ; as the pieces are feleded with judg- 
ment^ and played with fuperior fpirit and ta- 
lents. The^ufic is nothing very enchanting ; 
though that of the opera of Telemachus is not 
bad ; the voices are tolerable, and the decora- 
tions fbowy. I was particularly pleafed with 
the ading of Madamoifelle Coqiipt^ in the coi 
medy of the Femmf Jalouje^^ 

The ballets of Paris are in general fuperior 
to every other exhibition ; and that of Cupid 
and Pfyche, at the French opera, was certainly 
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moft excellent, for the dancing, drcfles and ma- 
chinery. The opera of Dido wretchedly te- 
dious^ as operas generally are. 

We facrificed an evening to the theatre of the 
Cite, to fee a lively reprefentation of the ridi- 
culous, though cruel fornis pradlifcd during 
the revolutionary period. It is fituated oppofite 
to the public building named Le Palais, 'which 
was the cradle of Robefpierre*s bloody tranfac- 
tions ; and, as being near the fburce pf thcfe 
enormities, has been pitched upon for the re- 
prefentation of Les Ariftides Modernes. This 
piece is faid to be a faithful pifture of a ^cmi^je 
revolutionaire^ without being over-charged ; that 
the fcenes are copies of what really happened ; 
of the nefarious fchemes, brutal manners, filthy 
drefs, and coarfe language, even to the very 
words of the notorious terrorifts. The fccne is 
laid in Burgundy, where the reign of terror had 
been moft feverely felt ; and fervcd to explain 
the caufe of the deprefled and fufpicious air 
which we obferved fo particularly to prevail in 
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that province. The audience was yulgii^ lit 
drcfs and manners ; but their plaudits -were un^ 
bounded on every part that expofed the viUainy 
of that execrable junto of monfters. The go- 
vemknent is fuppofed to encdurage theireprefen^ 
tation of this^ and of other piec^es having a 
limilar tendency ; wiihing Very wifely to pre- 
serve a remembrance of the ftriking cdiitfaft ^ 
the fyftettis of terror and moderatifm. Yet the 
ipe&acie, to us^ infpired more of difguft thaa 
fatisfat^ion. The wretches reprefented on the 
ilage» and the figures on the benches, feemed 
fo iiiear a«kin« that» with very iittle help of the 
im^aation^ we could have conceived the fcene 
real; and t;hat the fpedators were perfonally 
a|>plauding the original tranfa&ion^ rather than 
tlifapproving it in the reprefentation. In fhort;^ 
the whole exhibited a pidiire fo horrid as to 
make us fliudder^ and feel happy when we had 
cfcaped from the theatre^ the audience^ and the 
neighbourhood. The courts of jufhce flill con« 
tinue to be hdd in the Palais, aitd are open to 
every one* I wifhed much to have ken the 
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tormt of trial; but it ww holiday^ and my time 
fo fhort, that I could not find another day to fa. 
liify my curiofity. 

There is one point on which it would 6e uii« 
juft not to praifea Paris audience ; the profound 
attention and filence which is obferved while 
the adtors are on the flage. The people applauJ 
with great propHety and difcelrntnent $ and ne<. 
igex begin to clap till the admired fentence ot 
j^ieech is finifhed. We faw nothing of that ex- 
uberant gaktyi which has been faid to mark the 
French charadter. In the theatres, the people 
feemed rather grave than joyous i in the public 
walks and ftreets» rather melancholy thaa 
chearful. The commonalty of Paris> whom 
we faw in crowds among the Woods and jetteaux 
of St. Cloud, had neither vivacity in their 
countenances nor brilknefs in their movements^ 
If they came there in fearch of pleafure, they 
had the air of having been difappointed ; and 
we were nolefs fo, in our expe<ftation of fc^nes of 
joHity. We looked to find, with groups of 
French people, mirth almoftamountii^ to folly^ 
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with all its accompaniments of talking^ fing-' 
ing^ dancing, and laughing. But, on the con-*- 
trary, I 'never faw in any country a holiday 
more folemn. Numbers of little carts had left 
Paris loaded with paffengefs ; the evening tvas 
uncommonly fine, the ^loon in full luftre, and 
the gardens crowded. On our return, we paf- 
Jcd on the road not fewer than two hundred of 
thefe vehicles full of people j the great propor^ 
tion was of women ; yet the found of feftivity 
was not heard from any ofthefe different parties. 
This long train had more the air of a proceflion 
juft iffued from the cave of Trophonius, than 
that of carriages filled with Parifians on a party 
of pleaTure : they feemed not merely deficient 
in mirth, but in converfatibn j as we could 
hardly diftiriguifli thkt a word came from any of 
of the groups, though we liftened with the moft 
watchful attention. — Does the form of the go- 
vernment new-model the.charadberof the indi- 
vidual ? Is the road that condudls to liberty fo 
painful as to convert gaiety into gloom ? Is it th^ 
remembrance of pad miferies, joined to re- 
maining fears of the future, that has turned 
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tnirth into melancholy with the people of 
France? Does a democratic government, by 
rendering a whole nation politicians, impofe a 
mafk of folemnity on countenances that origi- 
nally wore ati air of carelefs and happy con- 
tentment ? Has the revolution, then, changed 
the charader of this people, or ha^ it only un- 
mafked them ? 

^ I ftiould conclude from what I have been 
able to obferve, that the population of Paris 
mud be confiderably deminifhed. It is only 
at the Mairie, and the municipalities where 
crowds are to be feen. The ftreets are narrow- 
er than thofe of London, and the number of 
carriages very few : almoft all the inhabitants are 
foot-paffengers ; yet the appearance of crowds, 
even in the moll frequented quarters of Pa- 
ris, is certainly infinitely below what is to be 
feen in almoft any part of the Englifh capital* 
At the Mairie, &c. the numbers colleded can 
be no proof of population; fince the neceflity 
impofed on every one to have a figned permiffion 
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to be in Paris, brings numbers every hour to 
have paffports granted, examined, or renewed. 
The reign of terror is pad, but that of con^ 
ftraint remains ; and the frequent attempts of 
the Jafcobins to excite difturbances, render 
cvcfy £opt of precaution prudent and necef- 

The Pariiians, in all their latter decorations of 
their ftreets and fhops, have adopted, perhaps, 
^without being fenfible of it> the EngliHi mode 
ef making an elegant difpliay of the articles of 
f heir trade. The arcades of the Palais Royal, 
and fome other ftreets, are exadly in the Lon* 
don .fiylcf and m^ke a handfome appear- 
ance; 

It is but a few months fincc carriages were 
allowed topafs and repafs in the ftreets of Paris. 
The democratic fpirit of equality, could not 
brook the fmalkft marks of fuperiority, and 
would have every one on a level. All were 
obliged to have an exterior equally ftiabby; all 
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Required to fubmit to being bcfpattered with 
the mud of the ftreets, and wet by the raia 
from the Ikies. Even the endeavour ta Ihelter - 
yourfelf underan umbrella was ofFenliveto the 
populace 5 and fuch a thing was neither to be 
feen in the ftreets, or found in the Ihops, as I 
experienced when, defirous to purchafe one for 
the convenience of our journey, I fearched all 
Paris in vain* But things are now on the 
change ; and the number of carriages increafes 
daily. Six months before our arrival the num- 
ber did not amount to two hundred of all de- 
fcriptions; at prefent they are reckoned fifteen 
or eighteen hundred. Many were neat, fome 
quite elegant. A few months ago, a coat of 
arms on a coach would have endangered the 
life of the perfon within ; even a plain cypher 
would have expofed the occupier to brutal in-, 
fult : but pride is now refuming fall its flatter- 
ing diflindlions ; is arrived at a mantling, and 
no doubt the armorial bearings will foon fol- 
low. The longeft ftrides towards parade and 
pomp are made by thofe whom the freaks of 
G ii fortune 
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fortune have in this fcramblc raifed to a fitua-^ 
lion which in quiet times could feldom happen. 
In the overthrow of the ancient orders and dif- 
tindions of fociety, which has taken place to 
fuch extent in France, the degraded nobility 
have been infultingly denominated d-^devants ^ 
' and the - ambulatory wits have humoroufly 
nick-named ci-derrieres, thofe of the canaile 
who have been tranfplanted from the outfide to 
the infide of a coach. 

The convents and churches, and the palaces 
of the antient nobiefle, who have been mur- 
dered, or who have fled, have all been feized 
by the nation ; are marked with the words, pro-^ 
priete nationale ^ and to be fold when purchafers 
can be found with courage to open their con- 
cealed hoards. It was with regret that I eat 
fome ice in the magnificent Hotel de Richlieu, 
ijow metamorphofed into a cofFee-houfe ; and 
paid for it at the rail which formerly inclofed 
the (late bed, now ufed as the bar. I knew the 
duke in Germany; he is of the flower of the emi-i 
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grants* At an entertainment given at Vienna 
by the Ruflian ambalTador^ this amiable man in* 
vited me to the fide-board to drink a glafs of cla- 
ret, the growth of his eftate; "which/* hefaid, 
with a figh^ " was the laft he had been able to 
" prefent to his friends ; and perhaps his power 
*' to beftow was gone for ever." Little as I 
jipjprovc the defertion of the nobility of France, 
at a moment when every man ought to have re- 
mained in his place, there are many whom I 
can pity, fom^e whom I can excufe. But fure- 
ly at fuch a time, when fo important a conr 
cern was at iffue, when fo great a (lake was to 
he played for, as rights and privileges, rank and 
property, and/ antient eftablilhments of law and 
religion, it was every man's duty to watch over 
and guard thofe facjecj depofits in perfon. The 
abufes which had arifen called for corredion, 
and the nejceffitry reform, which by the firmnefs 
of good and powerful men might have been ef- 
fcded, degenerated into revolution in its uglieft 
forms, by their flight. Every individual, how- 
ever inconfideyable, is the centre of a circle, 
G 3 over 
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Aver which he poffeffes fome influence ; and in 
times of public commotion and danger, that if 
the pofition he Ihould occupy. Beyond the cir-» 
cumfei:ence of his own fphere, he is neither 
able to judge truly, nor ad efFedtually ; and. 
nothing can fexcufe a nun for quitting his poft, 
even in the extremeft danger, but a convidion 
that his flruggles would be ufeiefs, and his Ufa 
Joft by reniaining at hprnc. 

Among other curiofities of Paris, we were 
carried to fee a fitiall houfe near the Boukvards, 
a perfed model of elegant magnificence. It is 
indeed a jewel, and had been built and finifhcd 
for an idolized opera-girl, with all that art, en*, 
couraged by money, could execute, of rich and 
excellent in painting, fculpture, inlaying, and 
gilding ; in mirrors, hangings^ carpetSjj and 
other furniture, difpofed with tafie, and ren-* 
dered fubfervient to all the purpofcs of Cyprij^n 
voluptuoufnefs. Though in a great town, this 
fairy palace has all the comforts of tranquillity 
gn^ retirement; it is placccj in a garden into 
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wTiich the windows of the principal apartments 
look; and tho* fmall, is fotaftilydifpofed, as to 
itiiftglc the beauties from without with thofe of 
the elegancies within. The principal bed-cham* 
ber$ are on the fame floor with the faloons; and 
the ftate bed is entirely lined, and canopied with 
fnirrors, which reflcd around the repofing Sy- 
barite, the Sowers and fhrubs of the garden, 
and who muft feem to lie in a delicious arbout-« 
The bathing I'Qom is difpofed and ornamented 
in great tafte: the light is admitted to glimmer 
through windows of painted glafs; a gallery 
runs round the apartment at a proper height, 
arranged for mufic, to heighten the luxury of 
the bath ; and at one end, in an obfcure recefs^ 
is a fofa, tonftrucfled with all the voluptuous 
Elegance and eafe that the moft refined fenfualift 
tould wifh. Even the bafeft natural wants are 
here adminiftercd to with 9 ftudied difpJay of 
magnificence. A wateri-clofet has been fitted 
by an artift brought exprefsly for that purpoli 
from London : the lining of the room filk, the 
wooden part of the moft beautiful mahogany 
G ^ highly 
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highly poliftied ; and the moveable apparatus of 
the fincft porcelain ; ' two bell-ropes of filk, 
with gold taflels depending, at each end : the 
whole as if calculated to give to the calls of 
neceflity the air and idea of an enjoyment. This 
unhappy votary of pleafure had nearly fallen a 
vidim to her difplay of luxury a^d wealth ; 
and was happy to difpofe of her enchanting 
manfion at a very inferior price, that Ihe might 
be able to withdraw her neck from the guillo-. 
tine with more facility. 

Being extremely defirous to fee the cabinet 
of natural hiftory, which had been in a great 
meafure formed by the celebrated BufFon, I ob- 
tained an order for, that purpofe, on a day not 
open to the public, and a permiffion to fee fomc 
articles from the Stadtholder's cabinet, which 
had never yet been expofed to view. The ori- 
ginal colledion is noble ; confifting of numerous 
and excellent fpecimens ; but was too extenfive 
to be examined fatisfaftorily in the fmall por* 
tion of time which I could beftow; and that of 

the 
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Xht Prince of Orange, now to be added, will 
render the French MufeunnI of natural hiftory 
fuperior to any thing of the kind in Europe* 
The pillage of the Stadtholder is rich in beafts^ 
birds, ferpents, butterflies, and other infecfb, 
produdions of both the Indies. In fix months 
the whole will be. arranged, and will then be a 
noble feafl to all lovers of natural hiftory. The 
botanical garden is very confiderable; with a 
variety of exotics and Alpine plantis : yet the 
green and hot-houfes are certainly inferior to 
thofe of Shoenbrunn, near Vienna. 

The prefent government has taken all thefc 
inftitutions into its own immediate protec* 
tion, and meditates many valuable improvc- 
^nents in the various branches of fcience. For it 
mull be confelTed for the honour of the prefent 
rulers, that, amidft all the diforder and occupa- 
tion of foreign war and internal commotion^ 
they have not been unmindful of the arts of 
peace. Their ideas are enlarged, and their 
projects great; and the well-informed ind wor- 
thy 
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thy men begin ta venture forward. Should 
peace be eftabliftied, and fuch allowed to a6t, 
France will quickly become rich, flourilhing^ 
itnd powerful; and Paris among the firft of 

^ cities for ufeful fciitnce, and for elegant arts. 
1 fay nothing of the means by which fuch fu- 
periority will be acquired :^ thefe, perhajis, will 
not be eafily defended, on principles of honour 
and juftice. But as the fole aim of the prefent 
government feems to be the aggrandizement of 
f'rance, in every way, without any fcruples fe- 
fpefting the mode ; fhould fuccefs continue to 
favour their arms, whatever is bell in painting 
fculpture, and the fine arts, will be carried in 

. triumph to their boafted capital ; which will 
confequently become in future the refof t of the 
learned and curious, as it has heretofore beeii 
of the diflipated, idle, and gay. 

It is faid that luxury is daily gaining ground, 
particularly among thofe who have fattened by 
the fpoil of others, or by the public neceflities.- 
Among the females, drefs aflumes a more gaudy 

difplay ^ 
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diiplay $ and even the men venture to be clean 
and decent in their apparel. The robes of of- 
fice eftablifhed for the DireAory, minifljers, and 
other members of the ftate, was founding the 
tocAn to lovers of gay clothing, and mUfl Ibon 
have the forc€ of an anti^fumptuary law. It 
has ^-Iready begun to deftroy the mean unifor- 
mity ih drefs, which charaAerizcd the rcvolu-- 
tionary fyftem s and fafhioor will refume its em« 
pire, bffpre the nation can determine the po- 
litical form of its government. Gaming has 
not Mi its fway in Paris ; as within view of our 
hot^ly the worihippers of Faro and Biribi per- 
formed their nightly orgies with great regularity 
and devotion; the prieftefs furnilhing a. gratui- 
tous fupper at midnight. 



Willing to aft within the limits of the indul- 
gence, fo politely granted by the Diredlory, we 
left Paris on Saturday, the twenty-fourth of 
^^jptembef. While we Hopped to change hor-f 
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fcs it Chantilly, we took a curfoiy view of the 
Park, and^of the ruins of the once magnificent 
ftablcs : and though highly fcnfible of the in*, 
eftimable bleffing of liberty, I could not but 
grieve, that it had in France been contended 
for with fo much of animofity and cruelty, and 
with fuch extenfively deftru<9:ive violence. I 
talked with an Englifti artifan at Chantilly, who 
was attached to a manufadory of wool cards. 
He informed me that the number employed 
along with him, were between forty and fifty ; 
and that there was likewifc eftablilhed there a 
linen manufactory chiefly carried on by Eng- 
lilh workmen. 

We flept that night at Clermont, an in- 
different inn : but which the owners pro- 
mife fliall be better, fhould tranquillity b^ 
reftorcd to France, and peace made with 
England. Their card is curious in its kind- It 
is in Englifh and French. The Englifh is 9$ 
follows : 

'' Chretien 
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•* CHreti?n/fon-in.Iaw of Mr. paron deceafed^ 
** Has got the vidhialling-houfc of the Royal 
** Swan to Clennont, in Beauvoifis;. he 
** lodges Princes, Ambafladors, and others 
** of all diftin^^ion. Therein are alfo 
•* coach^houfes for the carriages, and fta- 
** bies for Englifh horfes ; and all in the 
*• beft manner, 

" To Clermont,*' 



Our fecond day's journey was extremely 
difagreeable from violent rain, which had 
much injured the roads : yet we reached Amiens 
early in the day, and were comfortably enter*- 
tained at the poft-houfe. Fading through Ab- 
beville the next day, where we only flopped to 
change horfes, we arrived in time to dine at 
Montreuil, where we found very tolerable ac- 
commodations at the ♦ ♦ ♦ (I have forgot the 
iign.) The next day we reached Boulogne, at 
noon, September the twenty-feventh, and hailed 

with 
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^I'ith infinite fatisfadion^ the cleanly comforts 
of an Englifh inn upon the quay* 

Little occurred worthy notice on our journey 
from Paris to Boulogne. We did not hurry, but 
were very well ferved by the poft. The ftages 
are very Ihort, and do not give a courier time 
to arrive many minutes before his mailer ; yet 
we invariably found the horfes harnefled, and 
waiting our arrival in the public road ; confe- 
quently we might have made the journey in half 
the time, had we been fo difpofed. The coun- 
try we pafled through, feems fertile, and well 
cultivated, though we faw very few people in 
the fields; but being bare of trees, and almoft 
without inclofures, affords nothing either 
pidurefque or pleafant to the eye of the traveU 
ler. The affedling marks of revolutionary ra- 
vage were not fo vifible oh this fid? of Paris j 
yet the number of churches are every where 
reduced. At Montrcuil they arc diminifhed 
from fevcn to two$ and always, I believe, with 
the approbation of the majority. Our intcUi-. 

gent 
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gent hoftefs afliircij us that two were fufficient 
for MontreuiK 

From Morey in Franche Compt6 to Bou- 
logne fur Mer, the general wifti was for peade. 
I am confident that were it to be determined by 
plurality of voices, not one in a thoufand 
would be found hoftile. How far the Di- 
reftoire may find itfelf fufficiently firm to rifk 
a meafure which would diiband the numeroua 
armies of France ; how thefc armies might be 
inclined ^o quit a life of licentious plunder, for 
days of labour,- and needful induftry; how the 
chiefs of thefe bands might be difpofed to de« 
fcend to the level of common citizens, arc 
points which can only be known by the event. 
A peace will undoubtedly be an intricate bufinefs^ 
and very difficult to fettle. There are fo many 
and fo various interefts to arrange, at home and 
abroad, both refpeding foreign powers, and 
the change of property, as will oppofe a thou* 
fand obilacles to any negociation ; and which 
nothing lefs than imperious neceflity will be 

able 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 96 ) 

able to furmount. The French government 
will be haughty and infolent ; the Englilh not 
much more humble; and our ally, the Emperor, 
may perhaps exped: more conceflions in his fa- 
vour, than he can reafonably demand from the 
prefent ftate of his affairs. The Diredory will 
be puzzled what to do to find employment for 
thoufands that muft return home ; and will fear to 
furnifli caufe of difturbance to the two factions of 
monarchy and terror, which are equally on the 
watch to annoy it; and avail themfelves of 
every occafion to vilify and embarrafs the pre- 
fent ruler3. The Royalifts and Jacobins are 
known to agree perfedly in hatred to the ac- 
tual government ; but that is, perhaps, the fole 
point in which they do accord: and the executive 
power endeavours tp play off one againft the 
other, to produce a counterpoife. , Indeed it is 
faid openly, that the treatment (hewn to the Ja- 
cobins in the laft plots, owed much of its lenity 
to this principle. Fame afcribes to fome of the 
members in power a ftrong bias to favour the 
dodrines of their former aflbciates in the fyftem of 

terror; 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 97 ) 
tei-rdr; of which fyftem tomt of the leaven is 
feid to ferment eveii in the Direftory itfelf : 
nor do the people of Paris fcruple to name Bar- 
ras as being tindured with the fpirit of Jaco- 
binifnl. 

The report of an invafion of England, which 
had been propagated for fome time with much 
induftry, feemed to me, from all I could dif- 
cern, to be fomewhat apocryphal. The ge- 
neral permiflion granted to us by the Directory 
tb embark from Whatever part of their coaft bed 
fuited our purpofe, argued no apprehenfions of 
having plans difcovered that they wiftied to 
conceal ; and we faw no appearance of troops, 
or veffels to tranfport troops acrofs the fea, in 
the harbour of Boulogne. On the journey from 
Paris to the fea-fide, we faw but one body of 
foldiers on the march, which was moving in a 
diredion from the coaft towards the interior 
parts of the country ; and the camp at Dunkirk 
\^as too inconfiderable to furnilh any real ground 
of alarm, being thought fcarcely of force fufficient 
. H to 
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to {>roted the neighbourhood from thjp inful^ 
of our numerous armed veflels employed on the 
fiation. I don*t advance thefe circumftances 
as proofs^ but merely as prefumptions againft 
any intention to invade us from that part of the 
coaft. Perhaps their menaces and our fears 
were equally pretended ; and I conjedured the 
report might be employed politically on each 
.fide of the water> to anfwer temporary pur- 
pofe3* 

On our arrival at Boulogne, we were much 
elated to find there an Englilh packet, that had 
brought difpatches to the French government, 
and would be ready to fail the next day for Do-, 
ver. We were happy to view this as the dawning, 
of peace to the harralTed world; and doubly en- 
joyed our approach to England in the prolped, 
that the horrors by which, our ears had been ^ 
wounded during fo long a time, were li^ccly to 
have an end. We were, however, dreadfully 
mortified to difcover, that^ as a veiTel of govern- 
ment, it would not be allowed to carry palTcn* 
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gert ; that, as our paffports were granted for Ca* 
lais, we flibuld not have leave to embark at Bou* 
logne; and, what was ftill worfe, that all com- 
munication with England had been prohibited, 
excepting from the port of Dieppe. Thus cir- 
cumftanced, the laft letter of Monfieur Dela- 
fcroix came in aid of all our troubles; and the 
ina3ror and municipality, the officers of the 
cuftom-houfe, and oif the port, were ialike for- 
li^^ard to affift our embarkation, which took 
place at tiiiie o'clock, the 2gth of Septenv- 
ber ; and in five hours we were landed fafe at 
Uover. 

To fay I was glad to find hiyfcif in oiir owii 
land of freedom and comfort, after an abfence 
of four years and a half, is not faying enough. I 
was happy and delighted to have efcaped from 
the feat of war, and even from the doubtful fe- 
curity of Switzerland ; and to have brought Mrs. 
D. comfortably and quietly home, without expe- 
riencing any of the inconveniences and appre- 
henfions which would have unavoidably atrend- 

Ha cd 
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cd the paflTage by Hamburgh. By that wc fhould 
have been expofed to meet the hoftile armies^ 
and to fufFer all the miferies of a long fea-voy- 
age ; in which the fear of (hipwreck, and of 
capture by the enemy, would have been pain- 
fully aggravated by the agonizing torture of 
fea-ficknefs, which, to my dear Mrs. D, is fuf- 
fering hardly to be believed. The traverfing 
France -at fo interefting a period was extremely 
gratifying to our mind; as every. mile .wc tra- 
velled, and every hour we fpent in that extra- 
ordinary country, afforded matter of obferva- 
tion and fpeculation, and we felt the pleafure 
of return enhanced by the gratification of cu-. 
riofityi 



Thus have I finilhed a tour, lengthened al- 
moft two years beyond the time fifft intended^ 
by the untoward circumftances of the period at 
which we live ; a period eventful,! believe, above 
any recorded in the annals of modern hiftory. 

Yet 
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Yet I cannot regret, as either ufclefs or unplca- 
fant, the time I was detained in Germany and 
Switzerland. It procured me much informa- 
tion, flattering diflindions, and, what is fupe- 
rior far, the acquaintance and friendfhip of ma- 
ny amiable and eftjmable people — fouls of ho- 
nour — hearts of great worth — underftandings 
capable to amufe, inform, and inftrud all who 
could poflefs the privilege of intimacy with 
them. And I have an honeft pride in declaring, 
that, though the hoilour of their acquaintance 
was duly valued, their attachment was a thou- 
fand times more gratifying to Mrs. D. and my- 
felf. Though perfonally feparated from them 
for a feafon, their epiftolary correfpondence is 
precious tome; and I look forward to the times 
of tranquillity that may permit us to receive 
them on our own ifland, or rejoin on their own 
continent,, with a fatisfadion more eafily felt 
than exprefled. 



THE END. 
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NOTES 



OF A 



JOtJRl^EY FROM BERNE TO ENGLAND, 

THRbUGH FRANCE." 

MAD2 IN THB YEAR* I796/ 

By M. h. 



jn^^ the beeihhinjg; of our tfayd^^^ 
Mr. Douglas, yoVdcfifci^ me to keep a TouriialV 
a requeitl complied with, oecaule you made it; 
though convinced of us being a work of luperer- 
rogation, coniidering you was engaged in the em- 
ployment, and for ten thouiand reafons fo much 
bettef qualified to execute it. The kindnefs of 
your iAotivfts,'Kowcveri wificli t Knew were to 
awaken tfiy attrention and^ nnd me occupation^ 
forc^c! my '^bmpliahce; and your defire that our 
obfelrvktiOiiiiliould iiot &e ditunite^, is the rea"* 
fon of thfeifctttw -appearing together. " 
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After fpending tTic iw^nter tf Ratifbon, 
the drearinefs of the furrounding country deter- 
mined us to quit it^early in th« fpring, and 
we accordingly fixed our departure for the mid- 
dle of ^ay. We e^ecuOHl our defign, though 
not without pain, from the aflFfdionatc regret 
exprefled by our friends and acquaintance; 
and that we oi|ri$lves itlt at leavii^ perfons 
whom we lovedt liked, or efteemed, without 
forefeeing when and where we fbould meet a^ 
gain I our intentipn^b^ingi if peace did not open 
us a paiT^ to England, to fpend the enfuing 
winter in Italy. My health, which hpd fuffcrcd 
durii^g thewtfiter, found the ufual benefit from 
travelling J aUd the fummer fpcnt at my favou- 
rite Berne «6ttiplcated the cure, notwithftand- 
ing the zntktid of mind I fuffered, owing to 
the fituation of the Continent. We fo^nd 
Switzerlan4 in a very doubtful ftatc as to i\\^ 
poflibility of retaining its neutrality j the French 
bej^ to over-run Italy ( itwa$ fopn clear wc 
ftiould not be able togo there; and the ncw^ wc 
heard from Germany fe^me4 Co thr^gtcn that 
country becpmiiig cfjiially^ In^jpraifti^abjc. 

Our 



Digitized 



by Google 



C 3 ) 

" Otir minds grew daily more and more anxious; 
the health and fpifits dJF' my Beloved hufband 
became aiFefted by it ; he fsiw, and at laftcoit- 
feffed to me the danger we were in^ of being 
fliut out df England, furroundcdby the Frenchi 
without means of obtaining money for our Tub* 
fiftence ; 'all Communication between our owh 
country and' the continent being ftopt. The 
fituation was truly alarmiing, and drore me to a 
fiep which I then confidered, and ftill coni^der 
as defj^ieratc; confenting to gaby Hamburgh. 1 
was and am convinced, that many days fpent on 
the lea, would, from fta-fickriefs, itiaterially and 
iaftingly afFcft my health fljut in thefituatiba 
we wtre, noftep was free frorh' danger, and ter- 
rible asa fea voyage would have been to me, it 
was better than being In the midft of war and 
bloodshed, df expofcd td want the neceffary 
means of fupport in a foreign land. My deaf 
Mr. D— ^, however. Well knowing the miferies 
which' wbuldattehd me in the journey by Ham- 
burgh, was deterniiined to make one bold efiorc 
to IkVe me from it. He had during our refi- 
dence ^ Ratifboh ehdeavoured, by application 
to the Prufli^n Minifter at Paris, to obain leave 
to pafs thro* France, fof the purpofe of embark- 
ing at Calais; the minifter gave for anfwer, 
B2 that 
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th^t .b^iqg ccitaia^ t^^^ re^^j^l woiilff .not be 
granted, hfi^id aot cbufc to cxpofc himfclf^ %o 
a rcfufal. On , our arrival iq., Switzerland^ 
Mf. D — - applied 119 Mfj. B^rdiciimi, whp,ftlfo 
tpld jiim the germii&on was unattaina|)lc. . . : 
. Dcfirous, however^ if gpjl^jbl^ tp, fave ou; the 
horrors. of a long /ea paflTage^ jny eyer^kjnd 
l^uiband . resolved, to apply, jmmcdisjtcly^ ,, to 
Charles de la Croix, mnififrdes relations exiari^ 
jtursp forthepermilEoD he fo much wifhed to 
obtain; wl\icb be<;amc every, day tpprp and n|oie 
neqeflary, as the, French were nudcing ho^irly 
progrefs ijpi Germany. ,,,Thp letter W Parijj 4if- 

jpatched.iVIr. D- left me to go to tjhp baths 

of^ Leeches, h^ health bfejng io akind ot*un* 
comfortable ftate,. which. m^dcjt. peceffary: be 
fliQuld do fomething to improve it. . Our fe- 
paration at this time was peculiarly painful ; 
my mind being equally bar rafljcdw^ fears and 
anxieties, whatcyer might be our djftinatipn. 
To j>afs through France. w:jy5 an unJ^uk^^^ 
not to be looked forward to without appre* 
hcnfion ^ but I confcfsj in my own mind,! Ipre* 

i(ie cohrcquenccs I apprci^cnded from long pro- 
traftcd' fea-ficknefs. \ to add to my uncafineircs 
on my own account, i felt the utmoft anxiety 

for 
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f^^Azitmpdc^iolscf ,an4, little ;lj4ai7,,w,h(Mn 
Xas ha^.pcace pertpiued, us^ wc (Jictuld, have re- 
turned, to England thro* Qerpoany,) vtf^ b^^ l^ft 
ac I^atifbon, finfj who f^emed iiijd^Qgef of en- 
countering the French in that jown^^^and b^ing 
,by their progrefs preycptcd joining , us. ,AU 
tjipfe dpubts and difficjDlties I had .to ^ombac 
with, during Mc-.D— r-*?. a.bfence,, and^^lhall 
lievei: think of thefc; Pfjfl^Mi ff^fnc^t^ wjt^ouc 
gratitude to the tfnd^r ui)f;enii|tdpg f/ieqdil|ip of 
3d[adamei Hf rbor c, an^^th9 ^pufp^pg. caJlfpnefs, 
cpnjpofqre, and fricnc}ly;s|^yjpq^apcJ,eo<tpijr%ge- 
nient of. profeflfpr Ich^ ^ifhouC^w()^ic^ \ muft 
have TuPercd ftill n^ore,,,than J did,, from iny 
diftreff^ng ficuation. A fev^ dayabefpre^Mr. 
^rrr^ J9^^1^^f a letter , arrived i^om ?afi«f 
granting ,u,s ^he defired pernp^ilfion in the hapd- 
fon^c^ tpannen I cpjifefs the cer^i/ity of > i^av* 
ingto engage in fo perilous an i^n^ertakiogt re* 
q[uired a (Irpngcr refolution than.mine to A^eec 
it upd^aunted. It coft me a two days. fever^ but 
from,th,ac time my miod became cpmpofed, apd 
wa|^ never materially difturbed after. . Xhrough* 
Qu|; the accprnplifliment of this undertak;if>g, the 
calmnefs of ^ my owq miqd furp^ifed .me ^ oor 
coujd i but feel graceful to the AUnighjty,, to 
whom^ I hope^ it will npt be thpugbt prcfump- 
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tion, if I own I could not help bftcti' afcfibihg 
the courage with which I Wa$ enabled to per- 
form thb perilous, but neccffary journey. 

I immediately wrote to Ratilbon, defiring 
Madame dc B. to join ui with Mary> as UMt as 
poffible, and haidtfoon after the happihers of ftb- 
ing my diat Mr: D— i— retufn from Ldcches 
improved in health by the waters, and in fpirrti 
by the pcrftliffion 'fVonl Paris. To enjoy one 
anothers' focietyi a little while uninttfrraptcd,'wc 
obrained leave to refide at the Ifle dc S^. Pierre 
a few days, and went from Berne' for that ptir- 
pofe fliortly after his return. This Ifle de 
St; ^Pierre is a beautiful ifland iii the lake 
of Bienne $ it h well wooded, commands 
charmirig views of the Jake, and the country 
about is (luddei^ with numberlel's little towns 
and villages,* clofe tor the*water*s cdge^ and uni- 
ting fublfmity with beatity, by having the mag- 
nificent range of fnow mountains feen frooi 
Berne, full* in its'view. The natural bt^auty of 
this place well dcfervcs a traveller's notice, which 
I think I have heard however that it feldom 6b^ 
taincd till Rouffeau madeit hisrefidencc. He wai 
obliged to quit it by order of the government of 
Berne, to whom it belongs, and from that trnw* 
no one cart fleep there without fpecial permiflion, 
even for a night. It 
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. It is certainly a lovely (etirement, and was^ 
thought, (o much fo. hy It-rr-» that he offered 
to enter into an.engagcment never to. write any 
more, if he might be pernaitted to remain th^rc* 
I am apt to think, hQwpver^ that he would, have 
repented of his bargain, fince tho' it is certainly, 
a lovely folitude» that without emplpyment n^pft 
become irkfQme, and the. ifland i$ too (mall to 
allow any extents or variety of walks to its in- 
habitant. Here the admirers of R- — : feel and 
indulge all the enthufiafm of fancy^ and fo far 
have fpn^e pi|lhed it, as to invoke or expe£^ him« 
hay fancy he appeared to them, (efpechlly if 
they had th^ luck to (leep in (he particular 
room he inhabited) which fancies have even 
given rife to fome very, ridiculous fcenes. As 
to my unw:orthy felf, who can not feel enthufi- 
afm for the ingenious difguifer of vice, in the 
colours of virtue, I confefs,^tbo* I inhabited 
that very room, I had no vifions^ nor did my 
thoughts dwell otherwifc on R than to la- 
ment over the unfortunate man, who with fine 
feelings and fine talents, derived nothing from 
the firfi: t^ut diftrefs,.appreh^n6on and mortifi- 
cation; and chiefly employed the lad in confound- 
ing virtue and vice, fo as to leave them hardly 
diftinguiibabic; thereby doing more mifchief in 
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the^'olfd,- in fpite' of alt llis p^rti^ans tin fay 
in his favotf r,^than thofe who {Perhaps meant 
not^ft Well' as hirfifclf.^Havihg enjoyed bur-" 
fclvft'Kerc-for tlietimc aflowed us,'We rttu^^ 
to fifcrh'e agam tb ItQcic for a ftw weeks prcvi- 
ousrto ourj6urneytHrcf Frances On our afri- 
vaf at Bertie We were Aftott agrecatily turprifcd* 
by the'fight oFJoliph, the fervahrwe had'lcft 
at Katifbon With Miidahic eld &— ^V who cal- 
led 'due to us the' mbniirnt We were Within hear- 
ing—* we afcafl arVivedYifc and welt.* We'ini- 
mediateiy^^ent' "tb ^tongfatulitc Kladamc^'dc 
B— ^— bn^thc* goo3*fucccfs ot her fpirlt and 
courage^ for ii rtqufircd much of thoic (^[ualitics' 
to cbnric fVofh "Ratilbon when the Friench were 
every momfent expeacd' in Switzerland**; it 
not a'^peafing by any means certain fhe might 
nor fall fn With the French arniyV which, in 
faft, arrived *at Coriftahcc the next *day after 
flic left Brc^eht2.Thanki, however,' to her well* 
judged refolutidh, 'all the family was once more 
fafely riAimtled, *iand ready to proceed together 
on the 'irt tended journey. '1 have dlrcacly /aid' 
fo much "about Berne, that 1 can aBd nothing 
more, except, that the longer my rcfidencey'tKc 
ftronger* became my attachmeHt to it arid its 
delightful tnVifofas. Far From'Iodfing its chafnas* 
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by being accuftomed to them, every day and 
f very wralk produced fome new fcene of majellic 
«r rural beauty ( and I (liH retain the partiality 
which led me to fay, in a fprmer part of my jour- 
nal, that for health and pleafure^ Berne would 
be my chof^n refidence* 

, It became, however, fteceflary to enter on out 
arduous undertaking, ^nd the zyth of Auguft 
was fixed for our departure* I left Berne with 
my ufual hope of fome day feeing it again, which 
I wiih frocti attachment to the place^ and grate- 
ful regard to friends, who proved themfelves 
fuch to me at a moment when I mod wanted 
ftipport and confolatiohi which my b^ft friend 
was not at hand to give me. As, notwithftand-*^ 
ing my frequent vifits to Switzerland, I had 
never fecn the Pais dft Vaud/Mr. D— kindly 
chofe that road to France, by which means 1 
received great pleafure from the lovely lake 
Leman (or lake of Geneva) and the enchanting 
lituation of Laufanne. From Laufanne We had 
a beautiful drive by tht fide of the l^ke td 
Morges, where wd bfeakfaftcd very pleafantly 
with Madame Morety the favourite fifter of rt\f 
friend Nfadame Mullef, and from thence prd*- 
ccedcd to Nyon, where we were to rejoitr Ma^ 
dame dc B— , who went there before us, to 
C vifit 
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vifit her family and friends. Mr. D— — took 
a trip from thence to Geneva, which I declined 
iharing, on account of a bad cold which I did 
not with to take with me to France. 

I remained therefore at Nyon, every day ho- 
ping to behold Mont Blanc, which I am told is 
feen finely from thence ; but my hopes were vain, 
as the weather was thick and rainy all the time 
of my ftay, and totally prevented my feeing any 
of the beauties belonging to the fituation of Ny- 
on. Mr. D— returned from Geneva the 2d of 
September, and «he next morning we fat out for 
France. My mind was tranquil, yet, I own, 
fully aad folely occupied with the undertaking, 
till forced to admit other ideas and fenfations to 
Ihare it. On flopping before Mr.RcverdiPs door, 
the friend with whom Madame de B — — was 
ftaying, whofelady (one of the moft interefting 
and elegant women I have feen abroad) I had 
become acquainted with, and who aAs the part 
of friend and mother to Mademoifelle de Biolay^ 
a very intcrefting girl of fourteen years of age, 
whom the harfli ncccffity of domeftic misfor- 
tunes has forced her mother to quit, to feek in 
a foreign land fome means of benefitting her 
family. 

Wc 
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We did not intend to ftop, but an addition of 
horfes to the coach, on account of palTing Mont 
Jura, obliged us to remain juft behind it whilft 
that was done. On the threfliold of the door flood 
the interelling daughter, pale and motionlefs, 
with a handkerchief in her hand, ready to wipe 
the filent tear, had any fallen; but her fenfati- 
ons were, I believe, beyond the power of tears> 
which at all events the fortitude (he has learnt 
from her mother, both by precept and example, 
would have led her, if poflible, to with-hold} 
though clofe to the coach-door, fhe ventured 
not to approach it, nor did the diftrefled mo- 
ther truft herfelf to look out at her heart-afFcft- 
ing child j at Jength, to my great relief, the 
coach moved (lowly on, and we immediately 
followed.— My mind was now divided between 
two painful, though different, fentiments, which 
however were much alleviated by the fine fee- 
nery amongft the mountains of Jura. I (hall 
not pretend to defcribe them, having already 
mentioned fo much of this kind of fcenery, 
which, though each journey through moun- 
tains affords, in reality, a different appearance to 
the eye, can only be expreffcd in writing by 
nearly the fame words. After feveral hours 
fpent in winding amongft thefe mountains, we 
C 2 reached 
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reached, in the midit of them, the French B^- 
riere. Ic was a lone houfe, in a bleak and dreary: 
fpoc, and the' wild, had no tinfture of fublimiiy 
to engage the mind ; mine therefore was at fuU 
leifure to feel the ferlous importance of the mo* 
ment, and cho' unagitat^ felt an impreflion of 
aflumed refolirtion, when, the carriage ftopt, and 
we fav^ for the firft time the French in their 
red and b^ue caps, (the original honnH rougi 
being now exploded) and were dcfircd to wa>k 
into the houfe. I got out in filence^ and fol^ 
lowed where the mafter of the houfe kd me, 
which was into his own room, amongft his £a« 
mily. I foon faw, fear was perfe£tly unneceflaryj 
we were treated with gceat civility and good 
natured attention, by all. 

The examination of our pafi|)OFt» and bagm 
gage was a long bufinefs, during which Madanm 
de Biolay and I chatted with the womea of the 
houfe, who infifted on giving Marjr fome fQUp, 
which was on the fire. Finding that we delayed 
their dinner very much) I tried for fonoe time^ 
without fuccefe, to perfuade them to dine^ ac 
length they confented, prefling us much to ihart 
their meal, which was truly focial, as they all 
appeared in perfed harmony with each other, and 
one or two guefts who were there*. They ad« 
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dreifed one another by the title of cUq/9x^ and 
citoyenn€j and we fat with them very comfort-* 
ably till all our bufiners being difpatchcd, we 
proceeded with hearts very much lightened hj 
our reception, which Teemed a kind of earneft 
of our fafcty, A littk way further wc were 
ftopt again, for a few minutes, by fome fokliers 
ftationcd as a guard to the frontiers. Tbey 
looked fhabby' and glum, and I believe fneered 
ae us a llttk; however they refpe&ed our paff- 
ports too much to give us any difturbance, and 
we cootiAMed our way to Morey^ a fisnaH xxmm, 
romantically fiwated at the foot of the moun<* 
tains, watered by a little river. We found here 
a good inn, and excellent accomodations* TKin 
being the firfk French town we had enteied, wc 
coiild not but look about us a fittk, to fee whe* 
ther the French in a body would treat us a$ 
civilly as a (ingle family, ii» a remote fictfarioiK 
We had: nothing to complain of, and riie curi^ 
ofity excited by our two loaded carriages, which 
ftood in the ftreet, was no more thani would 
have appfeared any where elfe on a fimiliir oc* 
cafion. The evening was cold, we had a fire 
kindled, and fpent (what a few months before I 
could not have believed poffible) acomfortaMe 
evening in France. Next morning we reAimed 
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our journey, and our minds being at eafe don*- 
ccrning our fafety, we had leifure to obferve the 
ftatc of the country, &c. We were ftili amongft 
the mountains, every part of which, that could 
at all admit of cultivation, was highly cultivated.^ 
We flept at a little place called Champagnolle, 
where we had bad accomodation-, it not being 
a place to flop at, except from the neceffity ari- 
fingfrom travelling by Voiturier. We conti- 
nued our journey next morning, dined at Po- 
ligny, and flept at Dole. Our road to Poligny 
was for the lad part over a tremendous part of 
mount Jura, the deep defcent of which would 
at any time have been alarming, even when the 
road was well kept; but having been, I fuppofe, 
intirely neglefted fincc the revolution, it wa^ 
almoft impaflable; our horfes were all taken off 
except a pair, the coach was held up on each 
fide; but that not proving fufficient fecurity, a 
rope was fixed to the top of it on each fide, and 
held tight by two men, and thus it at length 
reached the bottom of the mountain in fafety. 
It is almoft needlefs to fay we all went on foot, 
yet I did notentirelyefcapefear, as may befup- 
pofed, when I add that from the perpendicular 
defcent, and the horrible ftate of the road, I ex- 
pcftcd every moment to fee the horfes, driver, 
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coach, and men attending it, roll down the 
mountain in horrible confufion. We dined at 
Poligny, and proceeded to Dole; the country, 
continued highly cultivated, the people looked 
comfortable, and were very good humoured 
and civil. Here and there a defaced chateau 
gave rife to melancholy reflexions, which wer^ 
relieved however by a number of neat fnug cot- 
tages, fome finilhed, fome building; which con- 
veyed an idea that the lower ranks of people* 
now freed from oppreflion, were beginning to 
enjoy the comfort of fecure property. How- 
ever confoling this idea might be, a melancholy 
rcfleftion could not but at times obtrude, con- 
cerning the unfortunate owners of the dilapi- 
dated chateaux, who, though many of theoi 
might have been the oppreflbrs of their inferior 
neighbours, were doubtlefs fome of them the 
rcfource of poverty, and the fupporters of honeft 
induftry. Popular commotion however made 
no diftinftion, and every great houfe bore marks 
of its fury. Some churches, all faints and crof- 
fes without exception, bore the fame marks of 
the people's indignation. We arrived towards 
dark at Dole ; this was the firfl: great town we 
had entered, and our attention began again to 
awake to our reception. After a flight exami 
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nttion at the gate, we were allowed to proceed 
€0 the inn« We ordered tea, and fat in quiet 
expeftation of the coach^ which being heavier 
than our carriage, often arrived a little later 
than we. 

Tills time however we expe&ed, and expeded 
in vain, for a good while j at laft our family 
joined us, and our female fervants, with pale and 
terrified faces, told us they had been arretted in 
the ftreet, and frightened to death. We re^ 
maiAed in much alarm, till Madame do Biolayt 
whofe prefence of mind never forfakes her^ in» 
formed us that one of the centinels at the en« 
trance of the city, infilled on the paflingers in 
the coach being examined at xhe municipality^ 
before they went to the inn* The inn was at 
the further extremity of the town, which was 
very long ; our driver, fearful for his horfei after 
the fatigue they had that day undergone, en^ 
treated permllTion to follow us to the inn, where 
every fatisfadtion ihoold be given the munici^ 
pality concerning us. Thia would not content 
the centinel, who ordered out a file of foldicrs 
whom he placed with their bayonets prefented at 
the head of our horfes. Madame de Biolay on 
this got out, difcourfed the foldiers^ and the 
people, who by this time furrounded the car- 
riage. 
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riage, and at length obtained permiffion to pro^ 
cced to the inn with the carriage, leaving one of 
the fcrvants to go to the municipality, who foon 
after joined us, and comforted us with the intel- 
ligence, that all the difficulty was obviated. We 
fuppofed this bufinefs ended, but our tea was 
not over before one of our fervants came up to 
inform us, that the commanding' officer and the 
chief of the municipality defired to fee Mp, D — ; 
I confefs their vifit rather difturbed me, how- 
ever, Mr. D defired they might be fliown 

up, and I put the beft face I could on the bufi- 
nefs, being convinced, as well as Mr. D , 

that the fureft way to avoid unfavourable fufpi- 
cion, was to appear totally unembarrafled. Our 
two guefts entered, and we had foon rcafon to 
be much pleafed with their vifit ; its purport 
being to apologize for the behaviour of the 
centinel, (who it feems was in liquor,) to cx- 
prefs regret at our carriage having been molefted, 
and to fay that the caufe of it was in cufl:ody, 
awaiting whatever puniftiment Mr. D. — — — 
fhould require as a fatisfadlion. It may be 
fuppofed, this polite attention had the thanks it 

deferved, and that Mr. D required nothing 

but the releafeof the imprifoned foldier. The 

politcncfs of ouf vifitors went fo far as to decline 
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feeing our paflTports, which Mr, D— — offered 
to (how them, Non citoyen^ (faid he) nous ne vou^ 
Ions pas que vous penfitz^ que n$usfommes venus ex- 
aminer v(>s pajfeporis, quand nous ne venons que pour 
VQUS faire 4es excujes fur le defdgrement que vans 
4vez eprouvc dans noire wile. They withdrew 
and left us to admire their politenefs and enjoy 
the fecurity it gave us. Next morning wc 
proceeded through a country bearing the fame 
appearance as that we paflfed the preceding day 
to Auxonne, where we dined. 

In this town we excited much curiofity. The 
inhabitants gathered about our carriage, which 
flood in the ftreet, to examine it minutely ^ on 
feeing which, Mr. D-**«-^ mixed immediately in 
the crowd to converfe with the people. Some 
one faid, the carriage is either of Paris, or Lon- 
don make % it was made in London, faid Mr. D. 
we are Englifh, paffing through France by fpe- 
cial permifiion. I am going immediately to 
Pari$» where I fhall wait on Monfieur de la 
Croix. 

All this was literally true, and by no means 
intended to deceive, yet it put a falfe idea into 
the people's heads, which was perhaps advanta* 
geous to us. They fancied Mr. D — — em* 
ployed to open fome negociation between France 
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and England. This I difcovered by the Con- 
verfation of fome pcrfons under the inn windOM^i 
which finding it concerned us I thought myfclf, 
circumftanced as svt were, auchofifcd to liften to. 
« They arcEnglilh (faid one of them,) How do 
you know ?' The gentlemen told me fo him- 
felf. There is certainly fome negociation on foot 
for peace; thiJ Englilhman U going to Paris to 
the citizen la Croix. It muft be on fome fuch 
bufinefs. For who would travel through our 
country who could help it? Every body fuppofci 
we are cutting each others throats, and murder- 
ing every one elfe. After dinner We proceeded 
to Dijon. Our inn was dark and uncomfort- 
able; the people belonging to it looked difcoit- 
tented; it had the appearance of having been in 
a more flourifliing ftate, but the inn and a cer- 
tain fomething in the inhabitants of this great 
town, feemcd to indicate tha tBurgundy wa^ 
HOC near in fo comfortable a ftate as Franche 
Comte, through which we had hitherto travelled. 
Our plan was to have left Dijon early in the 
morning, but we foon found that was impraifli- 
cable, as we were under a necefflty of identify- 
ing our paflports, at the municipality next morn* 
ing, which we could not do till ten o'clock ; wa 
therefore fettled to take an early dinner, and 
D 2 con- 
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continue our journey in the afternoon. Dijon 
IS ahandfomedtown, its ilreets good, and full of 
large (hops; but the whole had an air of filence 
and melancholy dejedion ; the countenances of 
the people feemed opprcffed with difmal retro- 
fpe6t on the paft, or gloomy fufpicion of the fu- 
ture. We proceeded to the municipality, where, 
as at the barrier, the examination of all our pafs- 
ports detained us a good while; which on the 
whole was no difadvantage, as it gave us an op- 
portunity of obferving the various perfons who 
came to and fro, whilft we were there, to feek 
pafTports. We were fliown into a large room 
furrounded with (helves filled with band boxes, 
on which were marked the different fubjcfts of 
the papers therein contained. At each end of 
the room was a bureau, at which fat one man, 
yfho gave out and examined pafTports. When 
wc entered there was no one in the room but 
ourfelves, except tbefe two men, and an old man 
who was waiting at one end of the room. After 
our pafTports and ourfelves were examined, we 
were detained fome time whilft they were car- 
ried to another room for further infpeaion. In 
the mean while various perfons came for pafT- 
ports, to different part6 of France. 

All 
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All looked difmal ; one elderly woman in 
particular, with whom I ventured to enter into a 
little converfation, aitraded my attention by a 
look of poverty in her drcfs and meagre form, 
which feemed however to difguife a perfon who 
had feen better days. She talked to me with 
fome remains of French fprightlinefs, and re- 
ceived very good humouredly feveral jokes, 
relative to the defcription of her perfon, from 
the man who was taking it. As we talked, 
I mentioned the terrible road over Jura to 
Poligny, and that I had been obliged to per- 
form it on foot; * that is very trying and hard, 
faid Ihe, to people of weak health and unac- 
cuftomed to go on foot.* From this time flie 
became thoughtful, and I faw her clafp her hands 
together whilfl: the tears rolled down her cheeks 
in a diftrefs, which (he would have gladly con- 
cealed. An idea that flie might be the mother 
of a young man, for whom. Mr. D — and I are 
much interefted, and who we knew to be in a fi- 
milarTituation, and probably at that time on the 
move, afFcded me extremely. I would have 
given much to have queftioned her, but dared 
not ; the particular idea however which affcdted 
me was cleared away, by her faying fhe was 
going to fee a daughter in Franchc Comic; a 
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circutnftance which could not belong to the 
perfon I fuppofcd (he might be. Her bufinefs 
difpatched) (he took leave of us with much civi- 
lity, but the fame air of diftrefs above mentioned, 
which (he bad vainly tried to conquer. 

Our two officers of the municipality, now be- 
gan to amufe themfelves with the figure of the 
next objcfl: they had to defcribe(an exadl defcrip- 
tion of every ones perfon being abfolutely eflen- 
tial in a French paflport.) He is quite a beauty, 
fays one; Oh 1 a perfeft Cupid, added the other. 
In the mean time the perfon in queftion entqred 
the room. It was the fame old man who was 
waiting When we arrived, and whofe bufinefs had 
been poftponed for ours. The converfation 
previous to his appearance, led me to examine 
him particularly, which I did without being able 
to find out the leaft grounds for any thing, but 
an involuntary kind ofrtfpeOii which fentiment 
foon operated on the people who were before 
difpofed to laugh at him, and filenced all 
foch inclinations. He was old and grey headed, 
his countenance grave, his walk firm, as was 
his voice and mode of anfwering all queflions 
put to him. His cloaths bore every mark of 
poverty^ except rags; he had a coarfe travelling 
fack thrown over one fhoulder, and a ftrong 
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and where he was going, he was alkcd what 
was his ordinary occupation ? ' Beggings faid he^ 
1 lived comfortably on an employ I had under 
the ancient government, but fince the revolution 
I have loft all, and I beg/ What are you going 
to~ for ? * To conduft two young men belong- 
ing to refpedlable people of the town, who have 
never been from home. Their parents know 
me, and truft them to my care with confidence.' 
I wi(h, faid I, you had a better maintenance 
than begging. ^ I do pretty well, anfwered he, 
I find many kind fouls who aflift me, and I live 
by the charity of good people.' 

Mr. D-^, who had been talking with the ofii«» 
cer at the other end of the room, turned to us 
as thefc laft words were fpoken. Well, faid 
he, that I may be enrolled amongft good peo- 
ple, pray take this — giving him money. The 
old man ftarted and thanked him by a low and 
expreffive bow. 

The recital of his fituation and misfortunes, 
he had given in a firm tone of voice, and with 
an unchanged countenance % but an unejrpe(5ted 
and unfolicited ad of kindnefs he could not 
bear unmoved^ Tears ftole, in fpite of manly 
efforts to conceal them, down his venerable 
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cheeks, and turning from Mr. D- — he whif- 
pcred me in a low and broken voice, * May 
God long preferve him! for I fee whenever he 
dies, the unfortunate will loofe a friend.* 

I could not help faying, I hoped in time his 
fituation might mend, as France became more 
tranquil. ' Hope, faid he, is the only thing left 
us : my chief confolation is religion, and re- 
fignation to the will of God, that can foften 
every thing.* His countenance as he faid this, 
refumcd its firm fcrenity, and he continued to 
convcrfc with me, telling me, amongft other 
things, be had a daughter in England. How 
gladly would I have afkcd her name, addrefs, 
and conveyed intelligence to her concerning her 
rcfpedbable parent; but, alas! circumftances laid 
an imperious embargo on all fuch indulgence. 
Our bufincfs was finifhed, and I was forced to 
leave this venerable old man with a mind highly 
impreffcd withefteem, for his interefting forti- 
tude, and the chriftian religion on which it was 
founded. 

During our (lay at the municipality we heard 
a prodigious bawling in the hall, and a perfon 
faid fomething in a low voice, to the man near 
whom I fat, who anfwered * Yes, yes, it is the 
poiflarde.' As we quitted the houfe we found 
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thU fame paiffarde miking the mod horfibk 

uproar in the ftrect. Mr. D has given fo 

true a dcfcription of this odious creature, that 
I ftiall onjy fay (he fcrved, by forming the moft 
(triking contraft with my old friend^ to illuftrate 
the immcnfc difference between virtue and vice. 
Ic was, tho' a deteftable fight, fon)e gratification 
to my curiofuy, to fee one of the horrid race of 
women, who figured fo Ibockingly in ail the 
bloody fcenes tranfaded at Paris. She com- 
plained mod outrageoudy of being treated 
roughly at Dijon, repeating quoi a Dijon^ a Du 
jaHf a la municipalite de Dij<m ! what I have fince 
learnt of Dijon, leads me to fuppofe fhe had 
been concerned in fcenes of blood and horror in 
that very town, where Ihe now met the treat- 
ment fhe deferved ^ having been put in priibn 
and afterwards ordered to depart. 

We left Dijon imnficdiately after dinner, and 
on converfing with Mr. D in the chdfey I 

found from his obfervation and various hints 
he had picked up from talking a little with f>er' 
fons he had encountered aboufc the t^v^n^ th'tt 
the revolution had been much more feverel^ ftU 
liere than in any part we had yet iraverfcd* We 
flept at Pontrfe Panys> the next night tw^6 u( 
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to Maifon Neuve, a comfortable inn, the people 
civil to us, but gloomy in themfelves and ^tppa- 
rcntly difcontcnted. 

The further we advanced in Burgundy, the 
more we became fpeftators of the horrid devafta- 
tions of the revolution. The roads became bad, 
particularly at a village called Rouvray, in our 
way from Maifon Neuve, they were too bad to 
admit our palling them fafely in the carriages 5 
we therefore went on foot,wifhing more than hop- 
ing that our chaife and coach would not be broke 
to pieces. They got over however without acci- 
dent; we remounted, and dined at Cufly les 
Forges, the moft cut-throat looking village that 
can be conceived ; the looks of the people of 
the houfe, giving one an idea, that extreme po* 
verty and wretchednefs might lead them eafily 
to robbery and murder, to relieve it. It need not 
be.faid we got from here the moment we could 5 
and we arrived to Qeep at a remarkable neat 
inn, at Lucy le Bois. The miftrcfs of the houfe 
told us, flic had fliut up her houfe three years, 
and withdrawn herfelf from thence, and that 
flic had juft ventured to open it again; flie 
wiflied much for peace, which is in truth the 
univcrfal dcOrc every where. This village, or 
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little town, was neat, the cottages comfortable, 
the children clean, and the people civil and 
good humoured. This was not the general 
cafe in Burgundyj no one molefted us, hut in 
general the people looked fulky, the cottages 
wretched, and tho' they let .us pafs quietly, 
they fometimes called us arillocrates, faying we 
ihould find how we Ihould be looked on at 
Paris. In Franche Comte, the carters made way 
civilly for the carriages, in Burgundy never. It 
is a fmall circumftance» but ferves tq (hew the 
different temper of the two provinces. No- 
thing could be more melancholy than travel- 
ling through Burgundy, over magnificent roads 
bordered with fine avenues of trees, formerly 
well paved; the pavement now quite in ruins^ 
with the grafs growing between the broken frag* 
ments ; no way left for a carriage .to pafs, but 
by a narrow bit of the fide road, whiift every 
few miles brought to view fine chateaux, all in 
the moft deplorable ftate *, the windows and doors 
torn out; the roofs deftroycd, whilfk the well 
conditioned appearance of what ftill ftood, 
brought to mind, (could one for one moment 
have forgot it,) that it was the hand of outrage 
and violencci not time, which had produced the 
£ 2 ruins. 
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ruins. Every enclofure of grounds or gardens^ 
ivas laid open by breaches made for that pur- 
pofe in the furrounding walls». the fragments of 
¥fhich remained fcanered on the fpot; every 
church was reduced to the fame ftate as the 
chateaux; croffcs lay broken and (hivered to 
bits, in the fpots where devotion had formerly 
placed them; and every face feemed to have 
done or fuffered fomething terrible ; and to 
look forward with a dark eye of fufpicion, to 
what mi^t next happen. Thefecne was fhock<> 
ingy and however wrong the leaders of the cmi. 
gracion may have been, in quitting their coootry, 
the fight of their ruined habitations could noc 
but affcA deeply, any perfons fo well aware u 
we are of the miferies, tkeir innocent and often 
highly meritorious families fufiibr in foieigA 
]ands« In the midft of thefe refle6lbiis, we arri^ 
ved at Auxerre, beautifully fuuated on the banks 
of the Yonne. Our inn was on the river fid*, 
with only the road between them ; the oppp* 
fite bank was ornamented by a little grove of 
Lombardy poplars; and a handfome bridge, over 
which we had pafled, contributed to embellidi 
the fccne. Our pleafureabte idea however re- 
ceived a moft uncomfortable check on entering 
the inn, the m^fter of which received us with 

hag- 
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haggard looks of meagre ftarving poverty, 
through which, a well bred polite manner (howed 
he had feen better days. He conduced us to 
apartments delightfully ficuated, looking over 
the pretty fcene I have mentioned, and which had 
formerly been truly elegant ; but the damaflc 
hung in tatters about the beds and wainfcots, 
the tables and chairs were tottering and wornv- 
eacen ; and ib great was our wretched hoft's po^ 
voty^ that he was obliged to borrow from bis 
neighbours, plates to hold the bread and butter 
we eat with our tea. We were glad to exchange 
the melancholy interior of the houfe, for a walk 
pn the banks of the river, and Mr. D«— — being 
corious to look at the cathedral, we went into 
the town. 

We faw here, as in the ftreet facriig the river, 
many handfome houfes, but not one had any 
inhabitant, to whom one could fuppofe fuch 
m^nfions juftiy belonged ; Mr. D— — — 's idea 
that the lowed fervants had murdered their 
mafters, and taken p(^cffion of their houfes, 
feems to me the moft defcriptivc of the appear- 
ance of Auxenre. 

After viewing the formerly handfbnne cathe- 
dral, now defaced and g<^ng faft to ruin, Mr. 
D ■ pur fued his walk over the town with 

Mr- 
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Mr. Gcflncr, and Madame de Biolay and I re« 
turned to the river fide. On comparing notes 
we found the place and countenances of its in« 
habitants, had produced the fame effeft on the 
two parties ; the gentlemen having traverfed the 
ftreets in filence, not venturing to exprefs their 
fentiments to one another; and we having per- 
formed our walk in the fame manner, for the 
fame reafon. We were well pleafed to quit Aux- 
erre next morning, and ftill more to exchange 
the gloomy province of Burgundy for Cham- 
pagne, where the effcfts of the revolution had 
not left near fo (Irongly, the miferable traces of 
defolation, which fo peculiarly marked every 
thing in Burgundy. As I have nothing to fay 
of the journey through Champagne, except the 
names of the places, I (hall pafs them over in 
filence till our arrival at Montrou, two days 
previous to that in which we were to enter Pa« 
ris. Tho* every where we had been civily treated, 
I could not forget that our undertaking was 
perhaps hazardous ; and tho' my mind was free 
from agitation, it became more and more feri- 
ous, as we drew near a place which for the lafl: 
years, one had heard of only with horror. It 
may eafily be fuppofed this ferious caft was not 
enlivened by one of our fervants celling us, be- 
fore 
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fore wc went to bed, there had been difturbanccs 
at Paris. Luckily, he added, we (hould meet 
many troops next day on their march for Italy, 
This furniflied my ever attentive hulband with 
an argument to fave me from terror, as he very 
juftly argued, there could be no danger to the 
government at Paris, if they were then fending 
troops from the capital. 

With this idea to compofc me, I flept com* 
fortably and next morning continued our jour- 
ney, expefting every moment to meet the troops. 
Ko troops however came ; I remarked it often 

to Mr. D , who continually found fome 

rcafon or other for our not feeing them; I began 
however to be ferioufly uneafy, till we ftopt at 

Melun, where Mr. D told me with a chear. 

ful, and perfeftly fatisfied look, that we had 
miffed the troops only becaufc they had taken* 
another road. This fatisfied m^, and we pro* 
cecded after dinner to Villencuvc, where wc 
flept, and from whence we fat out next morn- 
ing for Paris; having prcvioufly difpatched our 
courier to fecurc us good accommodation. Mr. 
D— — andl converfed together on various mat- 
tcrs, which hindered me from brooding over ap- 
prchenfions, till we reached the barrier at the 
entrance into Paris, Here, almoft beyond my 

hopes 
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hopes, my afTttmcd r^foluCioli continutd to fup^ 
pore me, nor did I feel any way alarmed/ whei^ 
our carriage ftopc, and our paflports were cxa* 
mined; in truth, if 1 had, our examination pa& 
fed with fo much civility on the part (^ the 
officers, and the people feemed fo little difpofed 
to conSder us with more attcotioo, tban every 
traveller with two loaded carriages muft nattt« 
rally excite, that it would (bon have grven 
place to curiofity, and the defire of obferving 
as minutely as might be, every obje& around 
me. Our courier met us at the barrier, announ- 
ced having procured us apartnaents at the Hotel 
dc Philadelphie, and defired u» all to keep our 
paflTports ready, as we might probably be ftopC 
every ten minutes. Whilft our pafiports were 
examined at the barrier, I perceived that every 
creature whether on loot, or othcrwife, who en* 
tered, was obliged to produce a paflport. Par* 
ties of arn>ed foldiers^ were traverfing tte ftreecs^ 
in all dirtdions, and every ewe ieemed bufy and 
buftUng. The fuburb by which we entered 
was long, narrow and dirty, inhabited by people 
whole countenances had a fearful ezpreffioA,. 
which led me to a fufpicioa, I far fonie time 
dared not afcenain by enquiry jtidl finding wc 
pafled quietly, I ventured to afk our cotirier 

the 
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the name of the place we were traverfing. ^ It 
19 the Fauxbourg St. Antoine,' anfwered hc,(the 
quarter which furnifhed mod: of the agienui m 
all the horrors of the maflfacrcs at Paris ; and 
which I bad previous to our arriral^ obtained 9 
promife from Mr» D— i— never to enter.) Hero 
we were, however, and finding we were unmo** 
lefted, fear gave way to curiofny, and made me 
more than ever attentive to the fierce and hot^ 
rid countenances of the women, which wero 
worthy the favage devourers of the hearts of 
the murdered } an z6t of horror they certainly 
performed more than once, during the maflfa* 
cres. The very fight of (he children made one 
ihudder, on recoUeftng what 1 have been a0tire4 
is true, that the fcattered limbs of thoie mur^ 
dered by their parents, bad ierved them to play 
with in the ftreets. 

Thefe horrible people, however, gave us no 
moleftatton, and I was rather glad that necefTicy 
led us through a quarter fo famous, or rather 
infamous, which certainly I fiiould never have 
fccn by choice. In our way we paffed a heap 
of ftoncs, the only remains of the Baltile. la 
many parts of the ftreets was written in large 
capitals on the walls, Liherii, EgaKii, en la M^ri. 
We faw feveral figns alluding. to ttieftacrof 
F the 
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the cduntry, reprcfcntcd by a man on board 
a vcffel juft ready to fink, under which was 
written, Efperance. 
The traverfing the Fauxburg St. Antoine, took 
us up a good while, as it is very long, and we 
drove (lowly to keep pace with the courier, who 
walked by the carriage, with our pafTports in 
his hand, to anfwer all enquiries. At \z&, we 
exchanged the Fauxbourg for the Boulevards; a 
inoit comfortable alteration, which exhibited^ 
both as to the &€«! and its inhabitants, a,^ 
change of fcene, for which one began rather to 
be impatient. 

It was flill a long way to our hotel, however 
as every thing-wc faw excited our obfcrvati- 
ens, we did not regret the diftance. The wall 
continued to hold forth Liheriij Egaliie, ou la 
Mort, but la mort was frequently effaced. We 
faw one or two churches, on which and in 
fomc other places was written, * Le f tuple fr an- 
fm reconnoxU i'etre Jupreme^ et Fimortalite de 
Fame.* I was glad to read this j fori had fuf- 
pefted every creature in Paris, had been an 
aiheift. An exhortation was written up in fcve- 
ral other places, to refpeft the property of indi- 
viduals, and to remember it was the fruit of 
their induftry i as far as I can recollefl, thefe 

were 
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ivcre the words : Citoyen refpeBez les hiens et pro^ 
prietes ie tonfcmblable^fongez que c*ejl le fruit defon, 
induflrii. 

At laft wc reached our hotel ; our hoft was an 
Engliftiman, long an inhabitant of France, and 
who had been above a twelvemonth in prifon* 
during the time of Roberfpiere, As we went 
up ftairs, * You are arrived at Paris in a bufy 

time, Sir, faid he.' Mr. D fccmed not to 

hear, but it did not efcape mc; I foon enquired 
the meaning of his words, and learnt from him 
that a codfpiracy at the camp of GrencUe, very 
near Paris, had been difcovered the day before; 
that Paris was at that moment^in all the buftle 
of domicilliary vifits, but that there was then no 
danger of difturbance, as the confpiracy was 
entirely known, and put an end to. Notwith- 
Itanding the concluding words, this information 
much difturbed me ; I earneftly requefted Mr. 
D-— — to let us leave Paris next day 5 to which 
he kindly anfwered, certainly, if there was the 
fmalleft idea of rifle; but that he was well af* 
fured all danger was now over. 

I then found that from Montrou to Villo- 

neuve, he had travelled with a load of anxiety 

on his mind, which it required all the calm and 

fpirited refolution, united to that tender affeftion 
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(or mr. To continuaily confpicuous in 4II bis 
adions, to conceaL 

He knew of this confpiracy, without kiKywktg 
cxadiy what effeft it had produced ait Paris^ or 
whether it was totally prevented) and had it doc 
been (a, we fliouid have found the Dire&ory 
(our piotedors) and the greaceft number of che 
Aodeots and Five Hundred, murdered 1 the for* 
mer iceoes of horrx^r revived, i^cd Paris ftreani* 
ing with blood, to which^ probably, our ovm 
would have been added. Yet what couki be 
done^ had we gone by another road, the Direc* 
Cory, fuppofing the confpiracy entiiciy difcoverai 
and fubdaed, would (as they knew we ii^tendec} 
going CO Paris) have fuppofed we had fonie 
hand in it, and finding it had failed, had gone 
^Bcakiog fome otiier way ouc of the couacry. 
In this caie, wt QxhjM certainly have bieen ar-* 
reftcd, Mr. D*^ — liierefore could only choofe 
between this danger, and that of the horrid 
Ibsnes which might await us ac Pads. He witdf 
chojtf! the latter^ but I muft ever admire, whilft 
I ever remember with gp-atkude, the choccfui 
compofofe he aflumod, and by which he con- 
cealed ftom me a fituatbo, the terrors whereof 
liould, I tHlfik> had I known it, totaily have 
ovei|Kiweiied sne« At ViUeneuve he iearoc for 
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certain that Paris bad re&med its tranqutUtf^. 
He alTured roc repeatedly of thU, wlicn I bad 
learnt more than he wHhcd from the mailer of 
the hotel, defined mc to compofc royfelf, ^ 
difpatched a note to the miaifter La Croix* in<- 
foiming him of our arrival, and his with to vait 
on him* A very polite anfiver was rcf urne dt 

but Mr. D 's vific declined. This gav« me 

a frelh alarm, and I begged wc might leave Pa« 
ris next day- To do fo was, however, quite im* 
polTible, The .feflion, before whom our pafl^ 
ports were to be examined* was fo much occii« 
pied they could not fee us till eleven acxt day* 
and that was tpo late u? leave Paris. I conti- 
nued very uncomfortable, wiflxing ta go, and 
regrettic^ the feeming ncceffity of fo douig. Ia 
the evening we had a vifit from our banker^ ai> 
companied by Monfieur Levade^ of Laufannet 
who came to vilir Madame de Biolay. Tbey 
both^ particularly Monfieur Invade, eaoHiiVi- 
g^d me to fiay* afiuriog naethatit was the fafeft 
moment pofiibk for Spending a few dajrs ia 
FariSL The govwomeot having received ixdk 
force from having been able to fuppjne&thecM* 
ipiracy, and being more than ev^ watcbfol |a 
fccure the tranquility of Pari?, and their owa 
ia&tyj after fo recent aoefi:apefromdd^rD>aioQ, 
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All tKJs feemed fo reafonable, that fear gave way 
to curiofity, and I began to wilh we might have 
leave for a few daysrefidencc. At eleven o'clock 
we were all ready to attend the feftion, but were 
prevented as we were leaving the hotel, and de- 
fired to go at one ; at one we went, but after 
waiting fometime at the door, were told the 
crowd of people then at the feftion was fo great; 
which indeed we faw, that we could not be re- 
ceived, and three o'clock was fixed on. Before 
three, however, we had another meffagc, to fay 
they could not receive us till next day, which 
was a fete; but that the officers of the fcftion 
would come to us, as the office would not be 
open. With this we were forced to be con- 
tent, thb* I cohfcfs I was anxious to have our 
paflports examined, and a legal permiffion to be 

in Paris, fcfr which Mr. D had applied to 

La Croix without having received any anfwer. 
Doubtful whether we might (lay, and unwil- 
ling to leave any of the little time which might 
be allowed us unemployed, Mr. D pre- 
vailed on xne to go to the Theatre. I had a 
ihorc combat with apprehenfion, but on exa- 
mining the date of my mind, I found my only 
way to regain in Paris with c&mpofure, was to 
occupy every moment in obtaining amufement 

or 
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or information ; for a vacant moment in Parit 
would inevitably have let in a train of refleftioni 
on my mind, which muft have made a ftay there 
infupporcable. I confented then to go to the play 
and we proceeded to a very handfome Theatre in 
the rue Fedo, where we faw the Opera of Tel^* 
machus. At times the reprefentation, which in 
point of fcenery was very beautiful, amufcd mej 
but the fenfation excited by the confidcration of 
being in a crowded Theatre in Paris, furrounded 
by people who had either been the viftims, 
planners, or perhaps perpetrators of the horrors 
which, had attended the revolution, and who 
(had the fo lately difcovered plot taken place) 
would probably two days before have been mur- 
dered, or committing murder, was of a kind not 
to be forgotten or diverted. Our own fituation 
alfo could not but obtrude itfelf; an Englifh fa- 
mily in the midft of hundreds of French, our 
paffports unexamined, dnd our permiflion to ftay 
in Paris not yet granted. 

I felt the full force of all this ai the mo- 
ment of quitting the Theatre approached. We 
got out however, and home, without any inter- 
ruption; and I went to bed with more of a 
wilh to be permitted to ftay in Paris, than a de- 
fire to leave it. The next morning we received 

ano. 
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another mefiag^ firom the fcfttcm/ faying^ th^t 
tho* the office was doc opeD» they would ex9^ 
mine our paffports, and that it would be bettet 
for us tx> go there. We went immediatriy^ and 
our buiinefs was difpatched with the greated 
readinefs and civility* The uiipleafant delays 
we had experienced were occafioncd merely by 
the multiplicity of bufinefs arifing from the en- 
creaied caution, owing to the late confpiracy. 
After our bufinefs wa3 done at the fcftion, 
tho* our permiifion toftay wats not yet granted, 
I felt more at my eafe, and willingly accompa* 
nicd Mr, D— ^to theThuiUerks. I was much 
ftruck with the magnificent appearance of the 
Louvre, which to my (hamc be it fpokcn, twenty 
years elapfed, fioce I was before in Paris, bad 
obliterated from my remembrance. In truth 
this vifit to Paris, and the one I formeily paid 
k, ferved by contrafl: to iiluftrate the great ufe 
as well as comfort, it is (it leaft to one of my 
difpofition) to be conriedcd with a perfon of 
fcnfe, tafte^ and obfcrvation; who has affection 
enough for his wife to make her his cbofcn com- 
panion, from which ihe naturally acquires an 
attention to every thing that may make her more 
defcrvif^ the diftinftion. Wh« I faw when I 
was at Paris before^ paflcd away like a dream ; 

of 
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of what I have feen in my ls|te traveU^ 1 endeai^ 
your at leaft to retain fome remembrance^ (a. 
furnilh pleafant fubjefts of retrpfpeA and con*. > 
verfation^wiih my beloved hufband, by our own . 
fire-fide. The gardens, of the Thuillerics arc 
highly ornamented by the quantities of uncom<^. 
mon fine orange trees which are placed in.them^ 
forming beautiful avenues greatly to their em«> 
bellilhment. This aflemblage of orange trees 
confifls of thofe amafTed by the various pillages 
committed in the gardens of royal palaces and 
chateaux belonging to emigrants. . On the top 
of the Louvre is the telegraph. Tbo'its.ufe 
and fpcedy mode of conveying intelligence, is, 
I find, well known in this country, I cannot* 
help mentioning, that the news of Buonapartefs 
viftory in Italy was conveyed to Stralburg, 
and, bravo, returned from thence, in fcven. mi-, 
nutcs ! We walked up ' as far as the place :.dc 
Louis XV, (now place de^la Revolution the 
fcene of fo much bloodlhed, and. where during, 
the tyranny of Robefpicrre, fortju)!; fifty people . 
a day, for a confiderabl^ time, w^c.dpftroyed by 
the guillotine. Whole families,, fathers, mo-; 
tilers, and children, fell under the irop tyranny 
of this nioniler ^ the (hadow of a fault was not 
ncccflary to condemn them, as may^t^e fuppo- 
fed^ when an order being fent for the execution 
G o^ 
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of ihe Elutchefsfle Biron^ it was obferved, there 
were- two ladies of the fame name in prifon, and 
enquiry made which waste be executed ? • Exe- 
cute them both/ was the anfwer, ^ and there can 
be ftomiftake/ Old men opprefled by the in- 
firmities of age» who from deafnefs were inca- 
pable of undecftanding their accufation^ had 
they been cvtn permitted to defend thcmfelvcs, 
which was never the cafe before Robefpierc's 
horrid tribunal, were brought thkhcr, and hur* 
ricd to the guillotine almoft without fol^cdling 
ir. All now was calm and quiet in the fine place 
de la RevolutionM;!: ; byt in imagination, had I 
indulged it, I could almoft have fcen the unfqr- 
cunate Louis and his unhappy Queen, falling 
viftims to the guillotine^ which finiflied the royal 
carnage by freeing the exemplary Elizabeth from 
a life of forrow, and tranfmitting her exaked 
Ibul, to the reward which muft await virtue and 
piety like hers. The medications occafioned by 
fedng the place de la Revolution, were not fuch 
ail one wifhed to indulge ; we willingly got into 
. the carriage which waited for us, and returited ' 
homte^ jufl: time enough to receive a vilit from 
Monfieur Garnier, a French gentleman, known 
to Madame de Biolay in Sv/itierland ; where 
his opinions being in favour of the unfortunate 

Louis 
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Lotiii hid forced Jiim to takfeiheker duri^the^ 
tipnt of Rbiaefpiorre. Hai^ be contrives ta 
live uiid3okfted at P^is how, I know oot i we, 
howev<;r» have neafon ! to rejoice at it, as hia 
kind atteiJ tions wcrcf pf iAfinitft ufe to ua* We 
hoped CO' have found ^ anOver iromlia Croix ^ 
perrAitcihg our ftfty^ but none was yet aifrived*) 
The next tnorniAg we hM another Vifit from 
MonfieuF Levadf > who propofed to go mth ui 
tft (he Palais Royal, itow Palais £galite» die 
former reftdence c£ the ddceftable Egalit^ ci 
dtuoBt Orleans. J^e gardens o£ this Palace » 
were fome years ago converted by him into 
IStti^ pf ihops, coffce-houfes, thqatres, &c; 
The (hops are full of rich and efegant goods 
of aUrfprts'; ac night they have a beautiful ap- 
pearance^ the whole being well illumiiKated and 
fceqtientied a^ a public walk. It brought to my - 
mind ^e £ur on the place 4e SlU Marc at Ve- 
nice, at the tinoe iiS the afcfcnfion i efpecially aa 
it is the cuftom in both places, for ladies to go 
to the cofiee-houfes, for the purpde (Staking 
ice. The morpirig we were there with Mr. Le- 
vadc, he propofed to us to go to the — > a - 
placie there called theLydeum. This Lyceuib is 
almallTheatre, to which you get by iefcending 
a con&deiable flight of fteps, it being under 
G 2 ground 
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ground; We found it however well lighted by ' 
a handfome iky4ight; it was divided into pit, 
hjoste^ and gallery. At the upper end of the 
room was a ftatue of the French republic, wear- 
ing the civic crown of laurel. Over her head 
hung the French colours, and over them was 
the. following infcrtption in letters of gold ; 
Ktriu^Jnftice^ Skmaniti^ fans eUes point dt Liber tS. 
Thefoomr was quite full of people Of both 
feaces^ and all ages. This meeting is fupported 
l^ iiibfcription, and feems to have been plan- 
ned by. well difpofed perfons, to humanize and 
compofe the fanguinary and agitated minds of 
the French, by encouraging arts, fciebces, poliifi 
literature, and morality. 

. The bufinefs of the meeting was begun ; as 
irie came in rather late, we heard only the con- 
cluding part ^ an eflay on beauty, which was 
reading, but did not appear to coiatain any 
thing niew. After this an elderly man read a 
Ihort piece in -verfe, recomriiending decency of 
manners und eariy fobriety to youth, (under an 
alkgory of frait) and inculcating the neceflity 
of preferviflg the buds from icgury, and patiendy 
wsdxting its ripening. After this a pretty elegant 
yi>iaig woman read an iitiitation of one of t3cfll> 
i)tr> UyleS) ivrine» t)y^h€rftlf» withmuch ap- 

plaufe. 
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plaufe. It was then announced that at certAfir 
fchoolmafter and his fcholars, defcrvcd pamculatr 
praife. The maftcr for his judicious inftroStons 
to his fcholars, and thefcfbr their attcntioix and 
gt>od behaviour. The names of the fcholars 
who were prefent Were mentioned^ and a fliorc 
difcourfe addrefled to them, congratdatifig 
them on their firft ftep towards fame, acquired 
by igdod condud ; and hoping that it would 
only prove an introduction to ftill greater de-i 
grees of merit. 

The mafter was next addreflfed, and received 
thanks for his care of thefe children of the re- 
public ; commendation for only retrenching 
what might properly be retrenched in. ancient 
fyftems, without running too much after novel^^ 
ties ; and an exhortation to perfevere in giving 
his affiftance towards inculcating into the rifii% 
generation, decency, good morals^ and all the 
qualitieafp necefiary to refcue the Ration from 
the miferits in which it had for fome time been 
iounarfed. A catccbifm in vafe for yout4i» to 
be ufed in the primary fchools was next men* 
titmcd with high applaufe, fbme extracts itiid 
from it, and the ai^thor enquired for^to be 
crowtKd in ttcompen^Mf his work. He OMld 
... . . no 
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no where be found, and by hi^ abfence claimed 
additional praife for modefty, which was libe- 
rally bcftowed. Several ioftriunents, mtchani- 
cai, &C9 were exhibited, and fome maficsil com- ; 
portions perfornied by the compofera. From 
hence we returned hoflne^ our kind condudor, 
Monfieur Levadc, pronoifing to call on us 
again in the afternoon, to accompany us on fome 
fmtheff peregrination* Our condu&or beings 
arrived, we vifited the Luxecnbourg» now the 
refidence of the Direftory ; walked a little while 
iit the gardens, and weoi from thence to the 
Boulevards; not crowded now as formerly with 
elegant carriagrs, but very full of people fitting 
and walking out to enjoy the air. The next- 
morning we vificed a moft elegant houfe for* 
merly inhabited by a oeleforated dancer ; of 
which. Mr. D^^— ^ has given a defcription fo 
juft^ <kat nothing can be added concerning 
it. In the evening we went to the opm of 
Dido* Duil, as I think all ferious d^ras, 
and AOt the better for being French: fing* * 
ing. 

The Ptayhoufe was always the place when: * 
my own£tuation, and that of the people ambngft 
whom I was, ftruck me moft forciUy. WJiat* • 
emr amufement the Theatre may afibrd, there 
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are mOioenCs unoccupied in which niy tnincl ha) 
ever been accuftomed to refleft (as it always 
does in a crowd) on myfeif and the perfons fur^ 
rounding me. No wonder then that this habit 
returned with more than ufual force in the Pari* 
Can Theatres at fuch a moment. It did fo 
every time I went to them» and fometimes an 
irrcfiftable horror of the people and our fitua- 
tion fo ftrongly took poflcffion of me, that I 
rcfolved on leaving the Theatre, to prefs Mr. 
Douglas to quit Paris the next day. This how-- 
ever was only a momentary imprefTion • my defire 
to indulge my own curioHty, and not to impede^ 
the grSrtificatJon of his, got the better of my 
theatrical meditations, and I never mentioned 
them, even to him. My mind during the whole 
of our ftay was never agitated by terror, but I 
never had time to refled, that I did not feci as 
if at the foot of Vcfuvius, after fome dreadful 
irruption of which the groaning and fmoaking 
of the mountain feemed to threaten a repetition; 
nor ever went to bed, that I did not fed a few 
minutes ferious apprehenfion of what might 
happen before morning* In theie Q^ntiments I 
was not (ingular, our friend Mr. Levade con- 
verfing one day with me^ cxprcffed his idea of 
the fitu^tion. of Paris, by the very fame fimile 
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of the volcano. To return to the opwa of 
Dido, we rejoiced when it y^as over. The 
next morning, the fourth of our refidience in 
Paris, no anfwcr being yet arrived from la 

Croix cpnccrnuig our ftay, Mr. D went 

himfelftp endeavour to obtain one. He cjid not 
fee the rpiniftcr, but received a very polite per- 
miffipn to remain eight days longer in Paris, of 
which his journal contains. the parriculars. Our 
ftay^; being now afcertained, we had only to make 
the be(l ufe of it, by feeing as much as poflible. 
Wc went to the Aflcmbly of Ancients, and that 
of the ^'ive Hundred; faw thciPantheon, the gal- 
lery of the Louvre, the cabinet of natural 
hiftory, St. Cloud, &c. 

As Mr. D — has given a particular accojunt of 
all thefe places^ I fhall not enter into any detail 
concerning them, every one mufl: experience the 
famefenfations he defcribes, 4p(n feeing. ithe plun- 
der by which this gallery will in time be made 
one of the fined: exhibitions in the world ; and 
we^ who from our refidence in various plates 
on the continent^ during the lail four yeara atfd 
a half of the revolution, have feen fo much of 
the miferies endured by the emigrants^ amongil 
whoni the merits of fome individual-attra^^d 
our intimacy and fticndlhipi felt pariicitlarfy 
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the painful fcnfation, of feeing their fpoils 
amongft the variety of curiofities deftined to 
cmbcUifh this noble gallery. Indeed the idea 
of my enniigrant friends, particularly La Mar- 
quife de Louvois and LaMarquife de Bombelies, 
with whom I had fpent two winters in ftrift in- 
timacy, often prefTed painfully on my mind : I 
had taken a deep and tender intereft in their 
concerns^ was in regular correfpondence with 
them ; but at Paris, in their own country, and 
inthe.mtdftof their family, I hardly dared to 
think of them, left their names fhould efcape 
me, and knowing them be imputed to me as a 
crime. In going to the Louvre, we pafled by 
that part of the Thuilleries which the unhappy 
Louis inhabited, when the Swifs guards were 
mafiacred^ and himfelf and family forced to 
feek (belter from the National Afiembly, who 
gave it lum in the Temple.. Amongft other 
things^ we went to the Palace^ to have a view 
of the place where Robefpiere held his horrid 
tribunal, to the place where the wretched Queen» 
worn out with grief, mifery, and indignities of 
fvery kind, was dragged to hear accufatioqs 
locking to human hature» and from whaace 
the herdic Elizabeth was hurried to the guillo- 
Xiiie^ on declaring herfelf» being alked the ufual 
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qucftlons, who (he was? * Sifter to Louis the XVL 
and aunt to Louis the XVII/ 

The evening of the day after, we weht in com* 
pany with Mr. Levade to fee a very curious 
play, called les Arlftides Moderncs; exhibiting, 
w,e were aflurcd, the modes and manners of the 
revolutionary tribunals, during the time of 
Robefpiere. 

iVlr. D— ^ his very juftlf dcfcribcd the 
a£lors and audience *, but words are wanting Id 
defcribe the ftrange &nd fhixed fenfations eixcited 
in the mind, on feeing a fet of people amufing 
thennfelves With horrors, which many of them 
had probably fuff^fed from, or perhaps ihared 
in performing, and that, not after a long calm 
and fettled government had freed themitam ail 
appreheoQon of feeing thefe feenes renewed, bur 
whitft each d^y Was as likely as not to plunge 
them in the.fame calamities. 

Every thing, however, whlth tended to place 
the reign of terror in the light it deferved, waa 
received with extravagant applaufe^ yet 1 could 
not get rid of an idea which ftrutk me, that had 
the conrpiracyof Gfehelte fucceeded, many A 
hand which was then employed in clappings 
would perhaps have beeh grafping the daqgget 
of aflafluutioo^ and.ftaiaed with blood. My 
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mind was abforb^d in horror^ 40d when I got 
inro the carrUg)e> it required foxne exertion tp. 
raufe mbyielf from cbfcgloomjr impreOion under 
whsQk all fuy thoughts wcfc ftfpggling^ Mr. 
Levade propofcd Co fioi(b the evening by ^oing 
to the Hoielde Richelieu^ (ww beconwa wffce- 
bocife) to eae iof^j^ Dire^ipns were accordingly, 
gtif£A to the coachgiaii, whp did not iixi^edir. 
acely tiddcrftajKl cheidr4e^, Aippofing the Hotei' 
eiepejr* Arriv^ ac the Porte Cochere, our 
coachman fto^, aod itwaj» witihdifficpUy MonC 
Levade pcrfMded the JJiquajis de Pl^e to operi 
k, and die caad^^a^^n to di:iv^ ijD«Deit^cr of them 
ootoc^vii^ that this celebrated and elegant 
Hoiel ivajs beeonv a Caffeei4K>ufe« At lait we ^n- 
taaed the «owrt» i^mc^rly ^rosyded with the c^r* 
rbgea of the &it ^ad mpft poJiJPticd fociety 
of itihe a|$e, aow dr^eaiy <^Ad de/erted ^ thi^ 4oora 
of the Fofiie CoQher.e nearly creaking on their 
luagest&Qin^ufir. Wis 4$rfci¥iedf aodAiouAted 
fbe fide fi»trHCdfe» Mgibted ibypne glimmering ill- 
tiimmoai hmpf faft ^hi^viigh ^)v» xeonv in th9 
ftme Piscary ftaie^ xkfin tC^MmJ Ahe P.ttt£:hei9'/ 
Irai'ChasDlNr, in ^whkh the ibar pf t;be foi^;^ 
botife Jiad calfem i^he ptoi»s of .the ft^K |%di^ 
6ma fthcwe s^t ptpeeeded ao l^e dra^iog-xpcinif 
which nr^s well d4ghifidf and :a^peaj^d k ^it^ 
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natural elegance of hangings, mirrors and furni- 
tare. Here our ice was brought us, and weal! 
feated ourfelves at a fmall round table, each in-^ 
dulging their own refleftions, for the (bene in<» 
clined us all to melancholy mufing. There "waa^ 
no creature in the houfe but ourfelves, and the 
people a; the bar. We took our ice in filence ; 
that done, each profefied a fimilar fenfation, 
that of having improperly intruded into a noble 
houfe, and feeling an expefbation that theowa^^ 
ers would arrive and with great propriety turn 
us out of it. Such at leaft were the ideas of all 
except Mr, D— -, who was more pahifully em- 
ployed in vain wilhes for the prefencc of the 
lawful inhabitant, the Due de Richelieu, a very 
amiable young man, known to him at Spa and 
Vienna; whom, whilft traiteurs have taken poflefy 
fion of his manfion, and the Republic of his for. 
tune, is a comfortlefs wanderer in foreign lands, 
much to the regret of all who know kirn. Our 
meditations were at length interrupted by the 
entrance of two or three fliabby looking men 
who came to the eofite-houfe, they difturbed our 
fcveries, and we immediately returned agaia 
through the empty rooms, and dreary ftatr-cafe to 
our carriage. I own I was glad to get home» 
to reft my body, which had been fatigged by 
be fenfations of my mind. A* 
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As I do (KM intend td encreafc the bulk of thit 
jouraftl by details akeady better given by Mr. 
I)— » I (hall [only add^ we made all poffible ufe 
of oor time till it expired^ and the day for our 
depatture arrived. We took leave with afffcdio* 
nate r«gret of our friend Mr. Levade, whofo 
merits and unwearied kindnefs and attentions to 
us,.gave him a right to that tide in a few days 
wliich in general time alone can, or bugfat to 
obtain. He promifed to write to us from Swit- 
zerland, (from France it was impoflibie) and at 
fome future day we hope to fee him in the lovdy 
Pais de Vaud. 

In four days we arrived at Boulogne, and em. 
barked next day for Dover^ where we landed, 
after a good»pafiage of five hours* 

Thus happily terminated a refidence of four 
years an4a half on the Continent, undertaken by 
mf dean Mr. Douglaa for my advantage, for the 
improvement of my health, and the awakening 
my Acuities from the benumbing power of 
habit, arififig from the too great attention na* 
tmUVf paid by delicate health,'and weak fpirits, 
to little comforts, and conveniences; which when 
too fl;ri£tly attended to, oeruinly contrafi; all 
the powers of mind and body. Nothing, I 
believci can fo effeOually counteraa: this, as 

travcL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( S4 ) 

traveliJog, and refiding in different ebimCries* 
If the trareller has the kaft fpark cf curkuftcf # 
or lore of the beautiful and fublkne in liaMrer 
it.mtift be excited oo the Continent, aiidcan 
onljr be gratified by the facrifiee of what afo 
calkd many comforts and by incurring mmf in^ 
comreniencea, lo which no ioducemenc at home 
could be found fufficient for the iaddenoe of 
delicate health to fuboiit ixk 

With thde views noy belofod huftnuid took me 
abnadi and I have to thank kkn eirery hour of 
nny life for the experiofieiit^ which has fuocetded 
beyond what I could have believed, atKl I hope 
to the outmvf Im cxpeftatioaa* But whitft I 
fediny heart glow ^i^ gcateful affedion to 
him for his tmdor and ipirited exertious M 
proQHKe flay fdidtf^ I caMot ontit attribute to 
the Supfpm CWt€ •of aU jgoodt ^ho lamttd m^ 
and whole providence has psroteAed and carried 
m thwuigih maay diftciiii; tod daogmwa fitm- 
^na»aAd pcimu^^vfy^uwtAlmim 
jandt free from the tm'ors of war and ^amuk^ 
I cao not be iio&nfihfe ip fthia hkiKkig^mj mott 
llu» to ffiainyf>revl0M(MQs which Ittw by va^ 
riomikj^ lei«e «p jis puiea Aatr lofiiai^*^ 
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My refidence abroad^ though it has in fome de« 
greeactacbed me to the Continent, not only fof 
the beautiful and interefting objects it exhibits^ 
but by the ties of gratitude, friendfliip^ and 
efteem; has taught me alfo the intrinfic value of 
England, as to the fuperior felicity of its govern, 
ment, and the folid worth of its inhabitants, in^ 
which [though I am intimately connected with 
fome characters abroad who can not be out-done 
by the virtues even of my country people] I be- 
lieve fpeaking generally ^ to be far fuperior to 
ever^ other nation in the world. 

With thefe fentiments I can never be fuppofed 
to be an unworthy Englilhwoman, though I con- 
fefs private friendlhip and perhaps enthufiaftic 
attachment to the beautiful and fublime of nature 
would make me experience a fenfible regret did 
I believe myfelf for ever (hut out from the Con- 
tinent. The firft truly gratifying emotion I ex- 
perienced in England, was the fight of the H— 
family. My long affe&ion for them made our 
meeting interefting to my heart, and the pro- 
mifing children with which I found them fur- 
rounded, was highly gratifying to me on more 
accounts than one } for unbounded as is my 
attachment, gratitude and love for my dear Mr. 
Douglas, it will never exclude from my grate- 

ful 
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ful remembrance, the connection which firft 
taught me, that a woman's., fureft happinefs is to 
be found in a marriage with a worthy man who 
ftudies to promote it« ' 
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